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Says, He was informed that one in New. England bad 
ſuch an Hiftory in Manuſcript. I bave diligently en- 
quired after it, but cannot underſt and in whoſe bands that 
Collection , or bas been. But the late Sufferings of the 
Diſſenters bade heen much more prievous, of which a Godly 
Conformift in bj; Plea for the Nonconformiſts bas 


gives [ome account. And 1 beas that Mr. Pierce (4 


Wortby & Fudicious Miniſter of the Goſpel at Newbury 
in Barkſhire) bas Publiſhed a larger Narrative of them. 


x We know not what ſhall be on the Earth,or what Temp- 


| Zations we our ſelves ( notwithſtanding our preſent fulneſs 


* . —— — 


of Liberties ) may be Tryed with. It will be our Wiſdom 
zo be Peporing + and therefore to have the Loynes of our 
Minds girt about with Trath, that fo we may be able to 
withſtand in the Evil day, and having done all to ſtand. 
Tis boped that what is Emitted berewith may be conducing 


r that End, © 


Ie bas often been ſaid, and it is a Truth, That New- 
England differs from the otber Outgoings of the Eng- 
list Nation, in that our Fathers came into this Land 
when it was Land not Sowen, purely on the account 
of Religion; and this not as ro Doctrine, but Diſci- 
pline. As to Doctrine, no Men did more fully concur 
ith the Articles of the Church of England, (which 
are Calvinian ) chan they did; but they did Conſcienti- 
o»/ly Diſſent from the Mode of Worſhip, which is in, 
thoſe Articles, and in the Liturgy oreſertbe? : Their Nox. 
conformity here: unto, was tbe Cauſe of their Ventu- 
ring themſelves with their Families over a vaſt Ocean, 
into a waft Wilderneſs, there to ere Churches wiel! 
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 ight be actording to Scripture Pattern, The firf, BY 
mens be ecterding to Sefer ee Fe fk Wh 
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| To the READER. - wm Ml 
minent Paſtors and Teachers of rheſe Churches were WM 
z | p 114 . FEEL | * 
(as became them to be) well Studied in Diſciplinary | 


Controverſies, and the People alſo well jnſtructed there- 
in. That Generation is now gathered to their Fat bers, 
not any of them remaining. The Preſent Generation 
may ſee in what is bere Publiſh'd, what were tbe Reafons 
of their Fathers being Nonconformiſts. For then were | 
the fame with thoſe "which cauſe the N »nconformity 'of . } 
rhe 79 2 Diſſenting Brethren in Great Britain, and. "i 
reland. CdSe oh 
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There are other Learned Treatiſes on the ſame Subjet᷑, 9 
long ſince Publiſbed, and never (o far as I underſtand J- 4 


anſwered ; Particularly, the moſt Learned Robert Par- 1 
ker, his Politia Eccleſiaſtica, Dr. Ames bis freſh ſuit | 
againſt Ceremonies, and Mr. Gilleſpies Diſputati-—— 
on againſt Engliſh Popiſh Ceremonies : but theſe. |} 
Books are tos large, and too Scholaſtical fer the ordinary i 

| ſort of Readers, whenas this Letter is adapted for Vul- L 


| gar Capacities, and in that reſpect may probably do the 
more good. FVV 
Conſdiring that what is here mentioned is the pre- 
ſent Truth, h. e. in a ſingular manner the Truth of the 
Age into wbich the Divine Providence bas caſt. our Lot 
ro be, I could not but concur with my Reverend Brethren, | 
5a the Reprinting of jt, would be a Service for tbe | 
25 Charches in New- England, and a Means to eſtabliſh. | 
e preſent Generation, in thoſe boly Principles. which | 
their Predece(/ors li ved and dyed in the Profeſſion of. 


T5 i, being Committed to the Prefs in Bofton, it b. 
been thought proper for me to Write a fery Prefatory Þ 


— 


i To the READER. 


Lines with it, ſince I am now wy ſelf an Aged Non- 
conformiſt Miniſter ; having been ( bowever unwor= | 
thy) a Pablieł Preacher of the Goſpel for mere thay 
four and fifty years, firfs in England, ( where 1 was 4 

 Sufferer for my Nonconformity ) but miftly in New= | 


* 2 " 'Y 
. 
As 

4 v 4 
if 
1 ? 
q 

* 


a I am baftning out of the World. May my dying 
Advice be of any weight ; 1 would ſay to the dear 
People ef New-England, Remember how you have 
received, and heard, and hold faft. F Conformity 

be a Sin, I am jure that it will in New-England | 
be a greater Sin, than in any Place under Heaven, 
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Increaſe Mather. 


* 
* 
1 
"= 
4 
b PL x = — ä — — — — > + a. Mb „ — k . bo as 
— : : * * a . Wen , ; 
+. 
. « ; " 
0 4 a Fa . v 
$ 3 . ; ; ; \ , z , 
F p * A 7 N » I 1 $4 
; a . . * : Fd k. + ? / * 3 þ 
: : 1 a % a * 
* * 1 * þ 
X , 
n je * * #o x * 
* L ' I; en, wy un „ a4 
. . — 8 1 N l £9 
. ! 
. ; or 
Mts * 2 Ya. " Ie : * = . Sia Ab al Lt es. ot : y 1 4, L * pP 8 
* * r ". 6 n Y » —" 3" hen * er * 1 „ yang — „ . 
of}  & 6 1 . X 1 


'v 
a 
4 I a * 
Y | 4 68 

" 1 5 4 348 : 
* . 4 ? = 
. 4 R N 5 . : , I 
l | : , N * & * : « , y "a * 8 
7 1 — bs a hg FB 4 
—— — — — * — — — 


9 | e 
F 2 . | , 0 i 1 r M enn . < 
” — — 3 - 4 linac _ Ly . * 
— 4 a ; ö | » 221 
þ i : 1 „ Y 


/ a * & F 3 vw C * 1 * * % 
. " a” 


| - 
1 
. 
- 
* 


1 


k 


From ſome Aged 


| Nun confo rming Minifters, & 4 


Dear Chriſtians, e the Kingdom and Pas » 
tlience of our Lord Teſus / / 


* * 


* . 


Bove Forty Years ſince, we were removed from 
_ our Publick Miniſtrations, you have now A 
fectionately adhered to us, as we have truly ß 
_ deſigned to follow Ghriſt, by the Light and Rule 
0 of his Word, in a Way of Worſhip that's now 
deſerted by ſotne, and every where ſ pollen againſt: Ard, no 
Wonder, confidering the Difficulties which have, and do 
Attend us therein, Moft of our ejected Brethren, not ſhav 
ken in Mind by any Tribulations, bave in this Way # 
finiſhed their Courſe in Peace : And becauſe we alſo 
muft ſhortly put off this Tabernacle, you require our riper, 
f Thoughts of the Fay we continue in. We therefore, in 
I Duty to you, and to the Truth which we have Plead: 
ed and Suffered for, ſhall once more Anſwer your De- 
wand, as <xpeRing Thortly to Anſwer for our Practice to 
ou Great judge. If we Erred, ir was thro? fear of Erring 


5 1 
5. 1 


- ard did we now diſcern ſuch Error, we ſolemnle Pro- 
"BY | Fe telt, chat we would yet give Glory to God by Candid 
Soͤnfeſſion and Retractation. Bur, let others judge of us, 

- Py ago ehcp rt 
pow they will, we muſt till profeſs, ' That as CU, 


eee tos jy 1662, our Conſcience did nes allem us % 
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BY Submit to that Yoak, tho! hereby we left all our Worldly © 
latereſts at hazard. Others ſee not with our Eyes, and we 
have learnt of our Maſter, . nor ts Fudge them, Mar. 5. 
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don, in manner following. 
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S I. ua Conformity is in General, 14 
It ſeems neceſſary firſt to State this : For it's Advos? 
|, - Cates are not all agreed what it is, or when one may be 
| truly ſaid to have Conformed, ſo as to ſatisſie the Law. 1 
/ Conformity we mean, the ordering of our whole Praflice | 
| in the Publick Worſhip of God, according to certain Books and Ys 1 
Canons Eſtabliſhed to that End, by the AQ of Ungformity, Þ# 3 
'. © taking Place from the 24th, of Auguſt, 1662. commonly . 
| called fince that time, Black Bart bolomem. day: That Act 
Names all the intended Books, aud Impoſeth the diſpu- 1 
ted Practices. Without comply ing to theſe, we are not- 
admitted to Communion in ſome Divine Ordinances, or 
Priviledges of Chriſtians, as ſuch 3 and ſometime. we . 
could not en joy our Civil Liber tie. L 9 
All the Parts of impoſed Conformity, are nor alike ea- It. 


"x ———— 
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A — 


fie to them that Embrace it, nor alike. grievous to Dif- 
ſenters : Some may feel themſelves more pinched here, 
and ſome there; we ſhall not now recount every thing 
that we have obiected againſt ; which may be ſeen in our 
| Books, Old and New : Nor, may you think, that eve+ 
ry of the Particulars which we Name, taken alone, is 
' ſufficient Ground for ſeparating from the Dioceſan Churz' 
ches. Some Parts of Conformity which we-camplaia of, 
/, which ought not to be impoſed, are yet more Tolirable: Ii 
n ſome Circumſtances. The whole of it is to u a: Gries If 
vous Burden, which we think, ought to be removed, that \ 
Cbriſts Terms of Communion in his Church may take 
Place. Our yielding in this or that, fo far as we can, (as 
mam have done, long before the late invidious Noiſe; 
about occaſional Conformity) avails nothing, While tbe 
iDoſere. abate nothing, had will come to no due Tem 
/ per zas appears by all the Convocations held flace the Re- 
{z volutjon in 1688. Conformity and Nonconformityate: not 1 
1 Religions, as too many ignorantly think. The great 
Things of the Law and Goſpel, moſt Eflential to Godli- 
neſs, are uncenteſted between us: we agree with all erue NNN 
D 0 10%; 
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perfect, only Rule of Religion, 1a all its parts. By 
that ſtandard we muſt try all Defrines aud Praftices ; and 


by that rule therefore we muſt | Reform whatever is dif- 


ordered in the Houſe of God, 1 Tim. 3. 15 1 Tin! 3. 


14, If, 16. What the Word of God doth not warrant - be” 
us to practice in the Church, we lor Conſcience ſakè do 
peaceably refufe'; aud for this we are Nenconformiſts or | 


Difſenters, i. e. {tom ſuch Brethren Wo think they 


* 


may and ought to obſerve divers other thiags in Wor- 


chip and Diſcipline, not required by the Word, but on- 


by preſcribed by Humane Laws. Theſe Modes or Forms 
2 


orſhip they uſually call indifferent tbings in theft 
Nature; but by impoſing them, and that under Penal- 

ties, do not leave them ſo to us, nor leave us free: as to 
| the uſe of them, if we could think them indifferent 
9 ll. Of Lax-Conformity, 


Becauſe the Law requires note of Miniſters as fuch; 


than of others; that which it requires ot all in common, 
we, by cuſtom, call Lay Conformity, which ſtands in theſe 
things. 1. The Act of Uniformity requires all the grown _ 


People of England to act theit Part in Publick Wor— 
ſhip by certain Forms of Words in the Common Prayir- 
Book; and fo by Practice to approve the making and 


_ impoſing ſuch Forms. Many would have no other 
Prayers ufed in Families; and tho“ many Miniſters do 


compoſe and uſe other Forms in the Pulpits, they 


are condemned by others of their Brethren therein, 
as Uncai-omgcel, 42. We muſt alſo uſe certain Humane 
Rites and Ceremonies in Worſhip, as the Creſi, &c. 

31 We muff receive all, and only ſuch Paſtors, W, 
- without the Peoples Conſent or Knowledge, are brought 
into Pariſhes by Patrons and Dioceſans ; whatever their 
Character be. 4 We muſt all fubmic to a Diſciplines: 
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144 


exerciſed in certain Courts. ( held in the Biſhops: Nam +: 


. 5 
1 — 
2 
77 


but wherein he in Perſon is not ſuffered to act) by Off. 


cers unknown to Scripture, called chance lar, Comm. h MY 
riea, Surregates, &c, And very odly too, and by 4 
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| Rules than Scripture ; £ . at their 
|. pleaſure: Which Sentence alſo the Biſhops and Para» 
| chjal Incumbents muſt by ſubſc quent Acts Confirm. 
| _- This is the means choſen for Uniformirty. If we refuſe. 
* |. it, tho%in fear of offending God, we are call'd Fanaticht, 
|," ſcrupulous Fools, ub born Humoriſts, &c. And ſtill the 
9 odious Charge ot Schiſm is thrown upon us, even 

| now, when the Supream Power alows and warrants by. 
Law, our Worſhipping God according to our Judg- 


| Articles of the famous Tbirty Nine, which we moſt fin- 
| cerely do, and in all our Converſation ſtrive to keep the 

Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. But if Men 
| will ſtill infenfe our Rulers, and the People againſt us 
and our way, by invidious Clamour, and unproved 
| Surmiſcs, we commit our Cauſe to him that j idgerh 
[| - Righreouſly ; and it what we naw modeſtly ſay, to in- 
| form our Friends, is conſtrued a Depraving of the aforce 
|. ſaid Book, they mult in Reaſon «excuſe us of any furiber 
.es, and fo may enjoy their diſhonourable Triumph. | 


C Ill. ohh½eddiens againſt Lay. Conformity. | 


1. The Common Prater Bock is what we cannat ap- 
prave in all i's Parts and Orders, fo as to Worlh p (39d 
, ordinarily thereby; and while we are in Conſcience, 
thus perſsaded. it would be our Sin to practice what 
we difaliav. There is indeed ſame variety of; Thoughts, + 
among us concerning finted Liturgies, their Authoricy, 
\ | , Antiquicy, Expediercy, & And what Wonder is 
| that? when our Antagoniſts do only agree in the /u/a, of a 
j | , Liewgy, and hardly in thar ; the, they all ſubſcribe to ig 
„ | Alike. We do not all agree in the total diſuſe, uf that, 

{4 Liturgy : Some of us have ever thought it more toler2y 
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ble tban others do; hence has grown the late Noiſe 25 
10 baut Occgſional Conformity; practiced by fome, not ber 
ſordid ir t reſt and Offices, as is ſuggeſteg ; but long be- 
fore it had aby Relating to ſych Offices ; If 495 Dit; 


enter 


A 4 1 


ment; provided only that our Behaviour is Loyal and A. f 
| + Peaceable, and that we ſubſcribe and own the Docttinal˖ 1 


SF. | 
ſenters have Conform' Lo to ſerve a Worldly Turn. 
we all condemn that Hypocriſie, and abhor it: But if 
ſome are now obſerved to de only what they did unobſerved |. 
before, and that from a fixed Principle; and others of us | 
dare nat do likewiſe, this is a Matter of mutual For- 
bearanct, Wherefore waving that vexatious Queſtion, | 
we will go on in this Objection. Oaly it is requiſite to 
note here, That every Perſon is not required to maniteſk | 
bis approving of this Book, and way of Worlhip, by _ 
ſubſcribing his Aſſent and Conſent thereto. Miniſters as | 
ſuch muſt ſhew their liking of it bas way ; and People * | + 
muſt ſhew theirs by practice, which in other Caſes is the | 
ſame in effect; and why not in this too? For we muſt 
ſpeak and do the Truth in our Heart, Pſalm 15. 4. Elſe 
we are fallen from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt: Every 
_ Chriſtian. and every man pretends to order his own Pra- 
ctice by his Judgment: So that to practice Contormi- 
ty, and not approve it, is double dealing. The Law 
cConſtrues our Practice to be our Approbation; yea, | 
more then bare Subſcription, which is accepted of no Mi- 


ß mA omLmsaez . 


niſter without anſwerable vactice. This therefore is 
exacted of all, and hereby the Law avowedly deſigns | ( 
Uniformity in Religion. To perform what the Law re- a” 


_ quires to ſuch an End, is to chooſe that End, and that 
Means to it: Ordinary Practice being as full a Decla» 
ration of one's Mind as Words can be; and all honeſt, | 

plain: dealing Men do fo underſtand it. Thus, 1 Cor. 8. | 

10. If any Man ſee thee who haſt knowledge ſit at meat in | 

' the .Idel's Temple, &c. By that Feaſt x Idolaters in- 

tended to honour that Idol: The knowing Chriſtian | + 
did not ſo in truth, when he fate at that Feaſt ; but 
the weak Chriſtian underſtood him ſo ; for the Action 

interprets the Intention: What had the Chriſtian _ 
there to do among the Idol Worſhippers, if he was ne?: 

ol their mind ? How could any Obſerver put 'a diſſe ! 

rence? Therefore this Action fo circumſtanced, is call'd, {| 

Having Communion with Devils, 1 Cor. 10. 20, 21. asthe | 
\ Idolaters had, We are not to Diſſemble with God, nor 

Men; our Separation were ncedleſs and ſinſul, if Er 
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a Judgment, that any Book of Common Prayer ſhould be 


| and Method of Prayer. As the Two Evangeliſts have 


them to pray, and to watch unto Prayer : And they 


* 


did not think Conformity finful J ſome Degree: And I 
that caſe to practice it, is to tell the World ( if fincerity 8 
be lefr among Men) that we account it all Lawfal, or To. 
lerable to us, tho' not ſimply Eligible. We therefore 
dare not by Practice, violate our Conſciences, and fo 
deſtroy our avowed Principles. Nor will Perſons of any 
Candor, and Chriſtian Charity, think this a Humour of 
' Oppoſition ; for thev know, that _— us, have been, 
and are Men of Sober Minds, and try'd Iategrity; Mens 5 
of good Senſe and Learning; Men of great Ability ang 1 
Uſefulneſs in Church and State; Men who reliſhed alſqßc 1 
the Comforts of their Life and Families as others do; Ui 
Men who greatly valued an Opportunity of ſerving their 
Gene ration, and their dear Redeemer in the Goſpel- 
Miniſtry ; fo would not for Trifles expoſe themſelves to 
Poverty, Contempt Obſcurity, Priſons, mercileſs Fines, 
_— and Death it ſelf : This were aa odd Humour 
b Having premiſed this we further plead, * 
1. That we are not yet convinced, or fatisfy'd in our 


4) 


Compoſed for, and impoſed on us, as a Rule, and' a 
s Mean of ordinary Publick Worſhip We fiad not in 
_ Scripture, that our Lord Jeſus, the Head of his Church, 
has given Authority to any Officers of his, to make 
Prayers which others muſt uſe. He himſelf ofrea 927 0 5 
i 


ſo, in a ſuitable variety of words, on all Occaſions: 
But not one of the Apoſtles can we find ever once uſing } 
that only Form of Prayer, which he dictated to — 
D.iſciples for a compendious Directory about the Matter 


not recorded that, exactly in the ſame words, fo it ap- 


_ | gears not, that the Apoſtles, or any elſe - in their Times, 


underſtood our Lord to oblige them to repeat thoſe very. WM 
words for Prayer. Not that we think it unlawful ſo to hh 
do; and many of us have, and do uſe thoſe words, and 
think it is left free to us to uſe them, or other words to 


te ſame Senſe and Purpoſe, How mch gel. ug 
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Chriſt warrant Men to 1 their finted Forms on All ? 
We have but one Maſter, Matth. 23 8, 9 — 28 18, 
19, 20. Chriſt Jeſus alone is Lord and Lawgiver in his 
Church, or Houſhold : /. 33 12 Heb. 3 6. He there- 
fore alone may preſcribe the Means of Divine Worſhip ; 
and in this we are not to be Servants of Men, 1 Cor. 7. 21. 
This Royalty he reſerves to himſelf with great Awful- 


” neſs in the Second Commandment, where under the - 
Es ſpecial Name of Images, he forbids us to worſhip God by 
any other way than he has appointed in his Word. Now 
Prayer is an eminent part of Publick Worlhip, in all 
Times and Nations: And whereas Miniſters mult there- 
in ſpeak for the People to God, pertinently to all Events 


and Circumſtances, we cannot doubt but he doth, and 
will furgiſh ſuch a Miniſtry as he Calls, to perform this 
part. He pour'd out proper and ſufficient Gifts for the 


Miniftry in all the Parts of it, after his Aſcentioo ; nat 
only on Prophets and Apoſtles, but on ordinary Paſter: 


and Tracbers, Eph. 4. 12 1 Cor. 14 1a, 13. Humble 
Exerciſe would increaſe Spiritual Gifts. Corfinement 


to a Form of Words will quench them. Do not Con- 
formiſts find, that no pre&xed Form can fully anſwer all 


emergent Occaſions of Prayer? Therefore many take a 


| Liberty (tho cenſur'd, as we are, for fo doing) and 
\- others that will not, or cannot do ſo, muſt” often be 


pittifully wanting in preſent Duty. 


A Book of Homilies, were it impoſed on a Nation 
for ſo conſtant uſe, as a Book of Prayer is, would ſoon 
produce a weak, ungifted, cootemptible Miniſtry : And 
has not the binding of Men to pray only by Book, 
brought ir ro this paſs, That many can neither pray. 
without that Book, or believe that others can, or may? 
Hence the Office of the Spirit, about Prayer, has beet 


rudely treated in divers Books: And many excellent 


able Miniſters ſeverely treated and rejected, for fiir. ing 


up that Gift of Ged in them, tho' commanded to do ſo, 
8 1.6. It's true, ſome Reformed Churches hive 
their Publick Liturgies ; but not ſo impoſed on All, 
and for conſtant Uſe, gs Ours is: Or if any are ſo, 25 
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muſt ask, Quo jure d by what Rule or Authority ! 


Thoſe honoured Churches are no. more a Law to u in 


this, than our Accuſers admit them to be unto them, 


' in other Matters. We are under the Law te Chrift alone: 
And our Brethren know full well, how ready moſt of 


us have been, to uſe ſome preſcribed Forms, ſo far as 
we thought our Great Maſter allows us, and the great 
ends of Prayer can be ſerved or attained thereby: And 
what would Men have more ? 0, e 


2. If ſome Forms muſt be preſcribed and uſed, yet . 


We and our Fathers have conſtantly excepted againſt 


this Book of Prayer, as not well fitted for Publick Uſe- 


fee the Papers on this Head, which were offer'd at the 


Savoy. Conference in 1661. It's true, this Book is purged - 
from the great Abominations in the Maſs Book, and 


contains many good Things, much found Matter. and 


very fit Petitions, expreſs'd in very good Words. Hence 


many of our Elder Brethren ſubmitted to « free wſe of 
it, while there was any Hope, by patient yielding, to 
get it amended ar laſt, and not rigorouſly - impoſed: ? 
But they could never conſent to ſuppreſs all other Pub- 
lick Prayer, nor thought this Form to be the Male in 
eur Flock, Yea, being urg'd as it is, they fear'd it did 


hurt to true Devotion, and to the Work of Reformati- 
on; and fo might deſerve à like Sentence as the Bram 
gerpent; which tho“ of God's laſtitution, the good Ring 
brake, when preverted to whoriſh Superſtition, and 


call'd it Nebuſhtan, 2 Kings 18 4 we are afraid this 


Book has been by ſome really 1dolized and Abuſfed- 
However, granting (as we always chearfully. grant) 
that God has been acceptably worſhipped fomerime' this 


way, and that the Compilers of this Book were excel- 


lent Men of God; and that the introducing of this 
Book inſtead of the Larin- Maſs-Book, was a happy ſtep 
_ towards the bleſſed Reformation; we would add, if we 


— 


may without Offene. C 
I. That it is ſome Diſgrace upon this Bovk, that its 
Whole Method and Order are took from. the. aforeſaid” 

+ - infamous Book, and from the Ceremeniale & 
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Romanumn ;' eſpecially the Cathedral - Service. This ie 
undeniable by fuch as compare the T'wo Books. Ed- 1 
ward the 6th, quieted his Ignorant Male- contents, by +; 
averring, That the Book was no other but their own |. 
affected Maſs in Engliſh, Some of our Biſhops would | 1 
have retain'd the very name Meſs; and Two ſucceſſive - | 
Popes offer'd Queen Elizabeth, on certain Terms, to con- L 
firm or allow) this Book. Vid. Cambdens Elix. p. 46. 17 
Fox's Acts and Men. Vol. 2 p. 667. Now what need 
bas ſuch a Learned Proteſtant Church to continue the |} 
Boon ſtill in this State? when no other Reformed Church |} 
doth the like. ls not this roo much Reſpect to the Ido 
P latrous Synagogue of Satan? May it not tempt unwary | 


People to return to Popery ? Which accordingly we 
found, in two of our Late Kings. Symbolizing with ' 
Idolators was like to harden them in Idolatry, and ſeduce 
old Naei from true Religion; elſe why did God in his 
Law ſo ſtrictly charge his People, that they ſhould ne- | 
ver worſhip him with any of the Cuſtoms of Idolaters? [ 
Tee Exod. 34. 11. to 17. Levit, 18. 30. Deut. 12. 29. 
to 32. Our Pious and Tender Firſt Reformers did in?: 
deed here by hope to gain ſome Papiſts to us: But ſure, 
That Plea is now void long ſince. * 5 
- 2. We have all along ſhewn in many Books, the De- 
ficiencies and Faults of this Book, viz. That the greateſt | 
Matters of ordinary Prayers are lightly touched therein: 
quick Tranſitions, to Things foreign; and ſometimes 
much Tautology. We cannot think there is any De- 
cCency or Gravity in the Peoples Reſponſes ; for by 
FScripture direction they have no more to utter in Pub: 
lick Prayer, but their hearty Amen, 1 Chron. 16 35. 
11 Cor 14. 16 Nor in their muttering the words of the | 
Lords Prayer after the Miniſter : Nor can we imagine 
a good Reaſon for repeating that Prayer Five or Six times 
(and ſometimes more) in the ſame Morning or Evening» - 
Service, as if there were ſome ſtrange Efficacy in thoſe: | 
Words and Syllables. Papiſts indeed ſeem to nouriſh that 
Oonceit; bur Proteſtants ſhould know better. And we 
who are thus perſwaded of this Book, how can we in 
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Conſcience uſe it as others do? Beſides; That we think 
| the enjoining of it has been a woful occaſion of perſe- 
cuting the Godly, that durſt not ſubmit to it; and a 
great means of continuing divers Corruptions in the 
Church, as Pluralities, Infufficient Miniſters Gc. who are 
ſaid by ſome to have fully diſcharged their Office, if 
they duly read all that this Book directs. 
2. In particular Forms we except againſt certain | 
things, neither erue, nor good. 2 2 
1. Holy. days, and ſtated Feaſts, which have been? | 
F 
| 


| and may ſtill be enforced by the Spiritual Courts. The 
| weekly Sabbath we honour, and count it a peculiar 
Beauty of our Britiſh Reformation, to aflert it as of Divine 
Inititutjon, This Book (and a wretched Book of Sports) 
level it to Church Feaſt and Faſts ; for the impoſing of 
which in Goſpel times, we find: no warrant in the New- 
Teſtament ; but the contrary, in Rom. 14, 4, . Gal. 4. 
10, a1. The Apoſtles left us no Example of conforming 
| to the Aboliſhed Cuſtoms of Jews or Gentiles ; And 
| 


God, the Lord of our Time ſays, Six Dayes ſpalt thou La. 
bour: Poor People have no leiſure to reſt other Days. 
And its evident in bah and Spain, that not Piety, but 
Sloath, Vice, and Poverty, are promoted by this officious 
Pretence to. greater Devotion; which alſo the German 
Princes voted in their centum Gravemina. s. i 
N But if it were uſeful to ſeparate certain vols Daye: 
| to affect the People more with ſuch great Myſteries f 
che Chriſtian Religion, as Chriſt”s Nativity, Death, Re- 
 farreRion, &c. Why muſt like Days be obſerv'd in 
| honour to Saints and Angels? For that has been ever 
\ | reckon'd (as tis ſtill by Popiſh [dolaters ) cant to build. 
| buy Temples to them. 
| The Book directs to keep many Faſts; as.on. Wedneſ-. 
"ly dae Fridays, Lent, Ember weeks, Holy day Ever, &c. which 
31 looks more like Phariſaical or Popiſh, than Chriftian' 
Devotion: And they who thus preſcribe to us, ſeldom 
do, or can obſerve the ſame. Nor would ſuch ſtated 
Faſts ſo well anſwer the Ends of ac es as a they 
3 ks and well . on Special Occa 51 ; Ty 
es bil Y, 
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| I2 1 | | 
Popiſhly abſtaining frot This or That fort of Meat, but 
from all indulging the Fleſh, and thereby humbling the I 
Soul unto fervent Prayert. £5 2 
2. The Rubrick of baptizing Infants affirms, That ie 
1 certain by God's Word, that Baptized Children dying be. 
Pore Aﬀtual Sin, are undoubtedly Saved We read not fo | 
in God's Book; how then can we affirm it? (for ſecret {! 
things belong to God) or thank God for regenerating { 
every Child baptized. Where can we find the New ſpirt- 
tual Birth fo ry'd ro Water-Baptiſm ? Nor have we any | 
Scriptures for Godfathers, which the Book requires, even 
of the Adult and Intelligent, coming to Baptiſm ; and for 
Infants too, ſo excluding Parents from covenanting there 
for their own Children, and engaging the Sponſors to 
promiſe that which no Man can perform, and ſcarce any 
do attempt: Hence Men of leaſt Conſcience, as to re- 
nouncing the Fleſh, the VVerld, and the Devil, are boldeſt to 
romiſe for others, that which they never mind to per- \ 
ar tor themſelves. ot noninE 
3. How can we (as in the Office of Burial )) bleſs God 
over every Corps, That he has taken to bimſelf the Soul of 
our dear Brother or Hiſter departed, and then commit their 
Body to duſt, in ſure and certain hope of the Reſurrectien to 
Eternal Life, Yer this muſt be done for every Perſon 
baptiz:d, if not excommunicated, nor a Felo de ſe, tho”. 
the Perſon die in the very Act of moſt outragious Sin, | 
and leaves no rational hope of His or Her Salvation. | 
f 
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4. Publick Reading of Holy Scriptures being the great 
help that many poor People have, to be acquainted with 
the Bible, the Liturgy provides but ſorrily for it. For, 
1. The Pſalms therein are ſtill read in a corrupt Verſion, 
and that ſometimes contradicted by our preſent autho· 
rized Trar ſlation; and all the Titles left out, which are 
part of the Original Text. 2. Many Canonical Bœοmes 
8. e to be ſo, by the 39 Articles, and therefore pro- 
table to Salvation, 2 Tim 3 16) which contain weighs | 
ty Matters, not profe ff dly treated of in others Scrip- 
tures, are never read; nor many Chapters of: other n 
Bavks ; and the reſt are ſtrangely mangled and . | 
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This did not the old Fews, nor Primitive Chriſtiaris, not 
do other Reformed Churches, 3. 4pooryphal Books, which 
the Article counts ſo, and which many Prelatical Doctors 
have proved ſo, and which Chriſt and his Apoſtles ne- 


ver once reſpected like Moſes and the Prophets; yet are 


ordered to be read for Leſſons, and that in large Portions ; 
hereby thruſting out great part of Canonical Scripture, 
as Papiſts do; and hardening them in Error, and teaching 
them to upbraid us with Self contradiction. Holy Scrip- 


ture is our only Oracle. How then can ve Proteſtants 


ſay, as in the Homily, That the Holy Ghoſt ſpake by Tobit? 
Where alſo the Angel calls himſelf Toby's Kinſman, and 


of the Tribe of N aphrali, and of the Captives that dwelt at 


Ninevech ; direct: him to cure his Father's blind Eyes with 
the Gall of a Fiſh, and fright away the Devil with its 
Liver. Eecclefaſticus ſays, Elifha's dead Body propheſied, 
and that Alms attone for Sin In, Judith the Murder and 
Treachery of Simeon and Levi are juſtify'd, and ſo is that 
Harlot her ſelf, in all her lewd Tricks to debauch Holo- 


Fernes, which yet ( like the Ital;zan Banditti ) ſhe conſe- 


crates with Prayer. Now we cannot Aſſent and Conſent 
to bring all this vile Stuff into God's ſalemn Worſhip, 


where all muſt be done to Godly edifying, If then the 


Church muſt have a Book of Common Prayer ſo ſtrictly 


enj in'd, what hinders her to mend this, or provide a bet · 


Te Y 4: More OljeRions from the Ceremonies,  _ 
The Book annexeth Humane, Symbolical Ceremonzes to 


certain parts of Worſhip : And here, 1. We complain, 


that rhe Impoſers claim a boundleſs Power te decree Ritas 
aud Ceremonaes : Vid. Artic: 20 enlarg'd in Artic 34 And 
this Church is judge of her own Power, and of what is 
fit to decree: fo ſhe may decree ad infinizum.. But where 


1 Chriſt Jeſus her Head and Lord give her that Power? | 
Is it not his own Prerogative to give | Laws and Ordinan- 


| ces in his Houſe? RD. 1. 22,23 —5, 23. Phil. 2 9, 10,11 


Whoever aflume his Work, aflume his Crown, and freer 
to accuſe him to be unwiſe or unfaithful in his Office. 
Ti not only we, but Wel 


Learned Pręlgtes teach, thet 
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14 
in the Second Commandment God forbids all Mans Devi- 
ces in his Worſhip, under the name of Images, That 
which Men call Decent, is ſufficiently diſparaged, if God | 
ſays of it, I commanded it not, nor came it in my Mind. 
Jer. 5 30, 31.— 19. . We the Diſciples and Subjects 
of Chriſt Jeſus are to cleave to his pure Inſtitutions, He *' 
knows vain Man, how prone he is to meddle beyond his 
Line, in fooliſh Inventions. Idols are the fruit of Mans 
licentious Wir, Ho. 13. 2. Rom. 1. 22, 23. Hence God 
would not truſt his own faithful Moſes to put a Nail ora 
Pin in his Tabernacle without his preciſe Order. How | 
then can we think he has now left a Door open to every 
fond Conceit of Men, that may get uppermoſt in the 
Church? He has enjoin'd us what Rites he ſaw fir, in 
the New Teſtament, and limited us to a Rule: But how 
Is it a Rule. or a Boundary, if going beyond it is no Tranſ-. 
greſſion? Or if we muſt make our ſelves another Rule? 
Hence Chriſt juſtifies his Diſciples Non-conformity to a 
moſt harmleſs Rite, when Religion was placed therein; 
The Phariſees had decreed, Marth. 15 2, 3,9. Mark 7.3 4. 
that Men muft waſh their Hands before Meat: Suppoſe 4 
coming from a dirty Market, or from among an ungodly 
Multitude. Was not that a decent cleanly Ceremony? 
Had not the Phariſees: Authority in that Church ? Bur 
Nays Chriſt, Je tranſgreſs God's Command by your Tradition, 
Did they repeal or contradict it? No, but went beyond. 
and added to it. Proud Man will not be kept within * 
bounds; our plain Worſhip ſeems too rude and bold; 
| Ceremonies are thought to beautify it: But ſays Chriſt, & 
In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for Doctrines the Com. | 
 mandments of Men. Let then the commanding Church | 
learn more ſubjcction to Chriſt, and our Controverſy ',is 
over? Ohject. But does not Chriſt himſelf bid us, heat | 
and obey Men in Church-Authority ? The Seribes ſi ang 
- in Moſes's Chair, Matth. 23 2, 3. Yes ; but we alſo a E, 
does Chriſt contradict himſelf? For in that very Sen- 
. text. verſe 8 9 he requires his Diſciples to know no other 
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| Maſter but himfelf. The Father ſays of Chriſt, Hear e 
, Matth. 17 f, . Surely then Chriſt doth not ſend us 
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away to another Maſter. As to the Scribes and Phariſees] 


they were no Church. Officers then, at leaſt many of them 


were not Prieſts nor Levites, Nichodemus aud Paul were 
Phariſees, but of other Tribes : and Gamaliel a Ruler and 
a Doctor of Law : So it ſeems were the Soribes, 1 Chren. 2. 


235. And another Phariſee boaſts of his paying Tithe to the 


Priefts, Luk 18 12; What then means their fitting in 
Moſes's Chair? Anſw. Succeeding Moſes in the ordinary 


part of his Office and Authority. So did Feſbua and the 


Seventy Elders, Exod. 18.21. to 26 Now Moſes was no 


Prieſt, tho of Levi's Tribe, but King in Feſhurun, a Civil 


Ruler and a judge choſen by God, Exod, 18. 13, Where; 
fore the Jews muſt hear them that fit in his Chair, as they 

were to hear himſelf; that is, obſerve and do their lawful 
Commands, even tho? they ſhould be wicked Men: Obey, 
the Powers that are, as Rom. 13. F but ſtill obey God rather, 
A8, 5.29 and beware of the evil Leaven of the Phariſees, 
Mattb. 16 6. Honour them as Moſes ? Is not that enough? 


But did Moeſes invent any Rites of Worſhip ? or impoſe 
any humane Ceremonies? And did not Chriſt utterly, 


refuſe ro comply with the Traditions of Men ? | 


» 4 
* 


4 9. we ſtrongly preſume he never ment, that Men 


2. Since God aboliſhed his own Ceremonial Law, Gal. 


{hould ſet up another in place of it. -Ss he appointed 


Water as à Sign in Baptiſm ; Bread and Wige in the 
Lord's Supper: And were it his Mind to have us uſe a 


Creſ? too, a Word of his would prevent or end all Difputes. "8 
How exactly did he preſcribe to his ancient People by 


| Moſes ? Exed 25 9 40 which Moſes as carefully obſer- 
ved, Exod. 39 32, 42 43 — 40 16 compare Exod. 43. 


10 11. But when that Divine Yoke became burdenſome; 


and no longer profitable, himſelf brake ir oft from the 
Neck oi the New Teſtament Church. Papiſts impoſe a 
new yoke of Ceremonies, which never had ſo honourable 


Original, nor was of ſo good ufe as the Moſaical - And 
fhalt our reforming Proteſtants reject and aboliſh it? 
When ſome fond Chriſtians would continue and urge the 

Moſaical Ceremonies, the Apoſtles call them an uuf er- 


ble Nile, Acts 15 1, 10. And when the Gale 
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ſuch Antiquated Rites, Paul firſt demands, wb bewitched: 
them © Gal, 3 1. then adds, that he is afraid cf their re- 
volting from Chriſtianity to Judaiſm, Gal. 4. 11. and then 
commands them, Chap. 5. 1. Stand faſt in your Chriſtian 
Freedom, and be not entangled again in a Toke of Bondage. 
Are our Ceremonies more pre fitable, or leſs burdenſome 
than Gods? Or is there rio Danger thereby, leaſt any 
of ours fall back ro Ceremonious Popery? We are per- 
ſwaded, if our Lord Jeſus, who bids us take his Yoke upon 
us, had pleaſed to have us ſtill bear a Yoke of Ceremonies, 
| himſelf would impoſe it, as he did of old. 23 
3. Allowing Men to deviſe and impoſe ſome religious 
Ceremonies, we ſee not where to ſtop : Some ſay, ours are 
but few and eaſy ; no more but Three : But who bid the 
Impoſers ſtop at Three? Have they no Power to add 


Three more 2 Will not the ſame Reaſon, contain'd in the 


Article of the Church's Power, ſupport 30 or 300? And 
we know, ſome Zealots in Convocation have abundantly 


ſhewu their Mind for more: And had we not once Ca- 


nons for more ? And have we not ſtill an officious Com- 
pany, that practice more than are required, as Bowing ro | 


the Eaſt, and towards the Altar, as tis call'd, and at naming 


the Name of Feſus ; and this is ſo common in moſt Chur- 
ches, that any who do not go beyond the Rule of Law in 
this Confermity (which is really Non. conformity) are ſcorn- 
fully treated as Low: Churchmen, Luke. warm, and the like. - 
4 But moſt aſtoniſhing is their enforceing of theſe 
Ceremonies by Church cenſures; making them Terms of 
cCbriſtian Communion ; and ſo far as in them lies, of Salva- 
tion too: For Canon 4 does ipfo fafto, excommunicate us, if 
We ſay, there is any thing Superſtitious, or repugnant t 
Scripture in the Common: Prayer. Book. Can. 6 roars as loud 
_ againſt all that count the Ceremonies Superſtitious. Canon 
10. paſſes the ſame dreadful Doom on us, if we Groan or 
Complain of Burdens put on us, by any Orders of the 
Church of England. What is this but to fetch down all 
the Fire they can from Heaven, to canſame us to the 

loweſt Hell? Juſt ſadid Canon 5 of thoſe made 1640, 
under Chorles 1, damn all our Books to be burnt, wherein 


= 
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Mens audacious Iutruſions, Exek 43 7, 8. 


| a2 affix'd to every eminent part of Publick Worſhip; as the 


to the Book declares, that theſe Ceremonies ſerve for devout 


thus, will they tell us, what can God's Ordinances do 


. 9 
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we dare to maintain any Opinion contrary to the Prelati- 
cal Diſcipline and Government. We know the Fate of 
thoſe later Canons; but we muſt not forget, that fach | 
Canons were made, nor by what Authority, nor how they v1 
were unmade. Theſe Practices do not commend to us E 
that Canon- making Power in any Church. To deter- 
mine Circumſtances ot God's Worlhip, as Time, Place, &c. 


is quite another thing than to ordain Ceremonies, which 4 
were and are real parts of Worſhip, and ſeparable from $8 
it; and we ask, where have Men more Authority to ap- 
point a part of Gods Worſhip than to appoint. the _ 
whole ? this we hold to be peculiar to our Suprezm 4 


Lord, infinitely wiſe and good, who cannot abuſe 
his power: It's comely and modeſt for us to reſt in his 
Inſtitutions, few and plain: Our Additions cannot make T7 
them better: What then are they good for? Do not we 4 
ſee how this medling Wiſdom has deform'd all in the Pa- Ki 
pacy? Earthly Kings are tender of their Prerogatives ; - | 

and ſhall not the moſt High God? See how he ' reſents 


* 


„ 8 5. Of our Particular Ceremonies. , I 5 
Theſe are indeed few. Yet one or other of them is 


Surplice is to every Office of Prayer; the Creſi ta Baptiſm; 
and Kneeling to the other Sacrament, And by., Ceremonies | 
we preſume the Book means all ſuch ſignificant Rites or 
Actions as are erjoined by the Rubrick. And the Preface 


Order and godly Diſcipline, and are apt to ſtir up the dul Mind 
of Man 10 Duty to God, by ſome notable ſpiritual Signification, 
whereby be may be edified. If humane Ceremonies can do 


more? Vet he has not promis'd to bleſs any but his own; 
But bow they ſerve for Diſcipline, we and our Fathers 
have been, made to feel in their Courſtse. 
I. As to the Surplice, This is a white Linnen Gar- 

ment, which every Miniſter muſt put upon his Canonical 
Habits, in ceaging Common: Pray er, for Peceneꝝ & nz 
ö : ; : T 
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1 [38] | 3 
and moral ſignification of Purity within; as if it were 
undecent for the Miniſter to pray without that Ornament. 
And what means this Decency, but a fairer out ward Shew, 
or greater Pomp ? Thus every new King of Spain muſt 
preſent the Pope an ambling white Nag, for Inveſtiture in 
the Kingdom of Naples, accoutered, Decentur & ſummo 
cum ornatu, 1. &. with all his fine Trappings. And ſo 
let him. But fince Aaron's Prieſthood ceaſed, what have 
we to do wich his ſymbolical Veſtments? Theſe were 
a great Grief to ſome of our firſt Biſhops and Martyrs : 
We cannot uſe this Surplice in Faith, having no Word fe 


a. „0 & me we ,c: 


of God to warrant us: Nor can we think, why the Im- 1 
poſers might not with as much ſignificancy command Us e 
to have always clean Gloves or Shoes, or to ſhave our 1 
Crowns, or at other times to go Bare-foot, as Others do. 1 
But in this alſo this Proteſtant Church is ſingular. '* 
- The Airy Creſi is made on the Forehead in Baptiſm, t 
in Token, that the Party be not aſhamed to confeſi Chriſt | 7 
cruci ned; and it's ſaid, thereby the Perſon ij dedicated ro SG. 7 
Now that's one end of a Sacrament : and is not this Croſs Þ 
thus made a Sacrament, if a Sacrament be a viſible Sign of 1 
inviſible Grace? But has the Church indeed a Power to ft 
decree and make Sacraments too ? Ferus, a ſober Papiſt, le 
blames the Fews, that in the Paſsover, wherein God only f 
bid them kill and eat a Lamb, they added this further Sign, y, 
To yelvaſe a Priſoner; to repreſent their Deliverance out yg 
of Egypt, Matrh. 27 15. Thus he might as wel condemn Py 
this Crofs. Tis indeed no True and Divine Sacrament, | þ; 
er for Men can make no ſuch : But they can make Images of C 
the True; elſe who made the Popiſh Sacraments ? And. 
thus Men can make a God roo. Burt of this Croſs we fur- B 
tber ſay, 1 What makes it more fignificant in Baptiſm ff, 
than its old 'Companions, Cream, Salt, and Spiztle2 | ©; 
2 Oor adding this to better that Ordinance, diſhæudurs P 
Chriſt's plain Baptifm, as if imperfe& without it. 3. Its {þ 
made a Term of Church-Communion for us and our Chil: | +þ 
_ dren. Chriſt requires of us Faith arid Repentance, that ar 
We and Ours may be admitted of his Viſible Family; - gr 


| Mark 16. 16, A123. 38, 39, But Men ſay, we ſhall nor, 
Rs Vitchout 
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[ 29 ] | 

without ſubmitting to the Croſs, and God-fathers in Pub? 
| lick-Baptiſm'; this ſhuts that Door againſt thoſe whom 
he calls in. What could Diorrepbes do more, 2 Epiſt. Fobn 
p. 9, 1b- for this ſeems to change a Fundamental Law 
; of his Kingdom: Of ſuch a Man St. Fobx there faith, 
I will remember his Deed; ; For be doth not receive the 
| Brethren, and them that would, be cafteth out of the Church. 
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| 3: Kneeling before the Bread and Wine in the Lord's 
Supper is made another neceſſary Term of Communion, 
debarring pious Souls from this Goſpel Feaſt, who for 
fear of Sin, dare not conform to this Geſture: Were it 
recommended and left free, the caſe were altered: And 
even as it is, ſome think it Tolerable, and ſubmit to 
JJ... ⁵ ⁵⁵——T ( 
1. Chriſt our Maſter, who inſtituted this Feaſt, ne- 
ver commanded, nor uſed b Kneeling, but adminiſtred 


| the Elements to the Gueſts in their Common Table Ge- 

| Hure. Rueeling is wholly unknown to Scripture, and 

| pureſt Antiquity, and unſutable to the Nature of the 

; Feaſt. Indeed the Eternal King, who. calls. us to hies 
Table, is infinitely High and Adorable; but there be 

2 ſtoops to a friendly Familiarity with his Gueſts, 7obn 

leaned on bis Boſom, John 13. 23. Not proſtrate at his {| 


1 
| Feet. As to the Plea of Reverence in Kneeling then, | 
we admit, that in every Act or Part of Gods Worthi 18 
we ought to approach him in deepeſt Reverence ; which 
notwithſtanding, Conformiſts and Non-conformiſts adore 
bim uſually fitting, in ſinging Pſalms, without any 
| Charge of Itreverence on either ſid e. 
4. Papiſts impoſe this as a Geſture of adoring Chriſt's 
Body, ſuppoſed to be really prefent there: But Pros. 
ſtants abhoring that monſtrous Tranſubſtantiation, charge 1 
this their Practice to be Idolatry No, ſay they, you N 1 
Pisteſtants are the Idolaters, for uſing a Geſture of Wor- 1 
hip before. meer Bread and Wine. It's «true, our Bre. 
thren deny this, becauſe they do not worſhip; the Bread "189 
and Wine: but then, if this clears their Action from I. 
groſs 1dotarry,” it may be that which is uſbally called 
ſeandalous Idea; that is, it caſts 4 Scandal before the 1 
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unwary, revives the falſe Opinion of Chriſt's Corporal 


Preſence there, elſe occaſions them to think Adoration 


due to the Conſecrated Elements: And this Geſture be- 
ing notoriouſly abuſed by Papiſts, we countenance and 


confirm them in Idolatry ; by doing that without need, 
corporally before a meer Creature, which Idolaters do 
upon another Suppoſition. This Geſture then is not | 
lawful to us ; nor expedient, were it lawful 3 ſeeing it 
ains no Papiſts, but hardens them in Error, and occa- 
ons their reproaching of Proteſtants, as Idolaters. 
Our Impoſers further ſay, they can be no Idolaters in 


this ; for they only kneel before the Elements, not to 
 #bem, Anſw. But they kneel in Relation to the Elements 


then conſecrated, and not by meer Accident. In * 
caſe ris the fame in Scripture-phraſe, to bew before, an 


to bow to any religious Object, Exod, 20. 5. compare 
2 fam. 7 27. and 1 Cbron. 17. 25. ſo Matth. 4 9. with 

Luke 4 7. tat Tproxuy ors "two ps, Where, in the ſudg- 
ment of our 'Tran{lators, to worſhip before the Devil, is 
zo worſhip the Devil. Theſe things oblige us in Conſci- 
ence to refuſe this Kneeling. And is it Chriſtian like, 


to Excommunicate godly People for this fear of ſinning, © 


whilſt a vile, profane Rabhle are welcom'd to the Lord's 
Table, if they pay their Offerings, and kneel as Papiſts do ? 
Moreover, it ſeems to us very ſtrange, that the receiving 
of this Sacrament, and in this poſture, is made a Teſt o 

© Perſons ; and fo is required to be taken by All that ſhall 
bear Office ia the W 


their Prince in Offices, ſcruple the Geſture aforeſaid, (© 
many able and truſty Soldiers, and others, may be expert 
in Buſineſs, or worthy to be employed; and their own, 


and their Families Subſiſtence ny degend thereon, h 
Lord's Table, nor think 


Jet are not meet to approach the L or th 
themſelves ſo; nor in that Cafe would come near there, 


were it not for their Offices; nor are better by coming, 
nor ſerve the Nation better: We dread to ſet down: the 


faral Conſequences hereof to ſerious Religion, and heartily 


wiſh, that things ſo Sacred may never be profaned ; 4 E cl. 
n eaten noo I 
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| ation, Civil or Military, by Sea or | 
Land. Now, as ſome honeſt Men, capable of ſerving 
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chat lovers of Holineſs may not be treated as profane; for 
their diſlike of impertinent Ceremonies, | | 


* 


98 6. of an impoſed Miniſtry. 


r is our next Grievance, and hinders our Parochial 


Communion, that the Patron and the Biſhop muſt impoſe 


Miniſters, often unknown to the People, and without their 
Conſent; and too often, Ignorant, Vicious, and Unwor- 


thy: Whenever this happens, is it not a hard Chapter. 


to commit to them the Care of our Souls, and Poſterity -? 
Do not all Men by natural Right chooſe their own . 
Lawyers, Phyſiciaus, and Friends, whom they entruſt ? 


We claim but the fame for our immortal Souls; that 


every Church may chooſe its Overſeers, as every Corpo- 


ration its Magiſtrates, and every Scholar, under Parents 
Direction, chuſes his own School and Maſter. As in the 
Old Teſtament, The People of the Land took a Man, and ſet 
him to be a Watchman, EZek 33. 2. 80 in the New, the 


Chriſtian Brethren choſe Two of their Company, of whom 


the Holy Ghoſt marked one to be the Twelfth Apoſtle, 
As 1.15, 22, Nay, they choſe tbe Deacons too, to take 
care of the Poor, 48, 6. 3, 3. Are not we more gon- | 
cCern'd to chooſe and call our Paſtors, by the beſt Advice 
wWe can have? Some perhaps will make an injudicious 
| Choice; but are not the People grown ſo injudicious un- 
der impoſed Paſtors ? and will the Patrons always mend 


the matter ? let all Experience ſpeak. Impoſition of Mi- 


niſters is really the Highway to deſtroy mutual Affection 
between them and their People; and to make the People 
careleſs, and even the ſerious Miniſters beartleſs and un- 


eaſy; if not ungrateful and uſeleſs to the People. 


Nor is this all; but the impoſed Miniſter is the Biſhop's 


Eurate or Vicarius : ſo that in receiving the Curate ſo, we 
own the Biſhop as ſole Paſtor of his Diocefs (even of 
| hundreds of Pariſhes, where he perhaps never comes) 

and a diſtin Officer in the Church, exerciſing a Lord. 
_ ſhip over Presbyters and People. 


Whereas the Biſhop 


Wͤom Scriprute reacheth us to honour in the Eerd, is the 


* 


L221 i 
Paſtor or Reſident Minifter to a particular Flock of Chriſt 


watching over them, to guide and feed them with the 


pure Word, Sacraments, and godly Diſcipline : See 48: 
20. 17, 28, Phil. 1. 1. 1 Tbeſſ. f. 12. | 


emplary Life, apt and able to teach; who by ſo ex- 
celling, become amiable to the People, who are to 


_ truſt and follow them, 2 Tim. 2. 2, 15, 22. — 4. 2,5. 
We defire, that ſuch Paſtors may enjoy the whole Power 


that Chriſt repoſes in them, to fulfil ibeir Miniſtry, Col. 4. 
. § 7. Of Prelatical Chureb. Diſcipline: 


| This alſo we greatly complain of. Chriſt placed Di- 


FJ. 19, Men of ſound Doctrine, and of grave and ex- 


ſcipline as a Fence about his Church, to preſerve pure 


Doctrine, and Holineſs of Life, and Godly Peace by 
godly Order ; or to prevent Corruptions and Decays. 


For it's too plain in Apoſtolick Churches and Times, ho-“? 


prone Men are to decline from the Purity and Power of 
Religion. Chriſt therefore dire&s the Angels of the 


Seven Churches, Rev. 2. to exerciſe Diſcipline, to defend | 


the Sound of the Flock, and reclaim the Scandalous : 
And ſo it was primitively exerciſed, 1 Cor. 5. 4, F, 7: 
1 Tim. 1. 20. Apoſtacy incroaching, muſt be reſiſted, 
and that principally by. Miniſters ; who are therefore 
term'd Watchmen, Shepherds, Keepers of the Vineyard, &Cc. 


Now that Power which Chriſt commits to them for that 
Uſe, we would have none deprive them of: But our Di- 


oceſan Overſeer claims to himſelf the ſole Power of Juril- 


_ diionor Diſcipline, which (like ſtolen Goods) is By 


and By moſtly loſt again to his Chancellor; who by ver- 
tue of his Patent will do what he pleaſeth in the Biſhops 


Name and Preſence : See Biſhop Burnet's Account of the. 


, Life of excellent Bedell, Biſhop of Kilmore. Our governing 
_ Biſhop is really but a greater Cypher; for he can no more 


redreſs the Abuſes of Diſcipline, than thoſe of that Order | 
Couic Well, whatever be the Di- 
ſcipline in this Church, it's back'd or arm'd with Power, 
and all muſt ſubmit to it : And we feel ig divers Places 
JJ ⅛ðùͤ as ys 


could in the Council of Tent. 
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at this day, what it drives a it Wiſiminſter-· bal did not 
more kindly reſtrain it by juſt Inbibitions : For bleſſed be 
God, we know of no Star-Chamber now, to overtop all 


other Courts, and bring all Affairs and Perſons under com: 
mand of ſuch Clergy. : N 


Olf this Church. Diſcipline we further ſay, 


7. That the Church in her Comminatien againſt Sinners 


doth confeſs every Year, and hath been ſo confeſſing 


above 100 Years, that ſhe has not the godly Dyſcipline 


Which ought to be: Yet will ſhe eſſay no better, when 


cation to that end. One of her Biſhops now ſhows his 


ſhe wants no Power, and has been oft? called in Convo- 


good Deſires, in cauling Oftervald's Cauſes of Corruptions 


among Cbriſtians to be publiſhed in Engliſh. Another 


ſerious writer of the Church of England's wiſh for Diſci- 


Pline, importunes her, as bound in Conſcience to at- 
tempt ſomething; yet nothing is done. 1 8 


2. Her preſent Diſcipline is not pretended to be ex- 
erciſed ( as Chriſtian Diſcipline ought to be) by Scrip- 


ture Rules, known to the People, but by the Roman, 
Civil, and Canon Laws, and the ſevere Canons of 1603. 


But will this ever touch the Peoples Copſciences ? 


3. It's manag'd in unſpiricual Courts, by no Officers of 
Chriſt, the Head of the Church, but by profeſſed Civi- 
lians, made Chance lors, &c. But where did Chriſt ever 


; give the Keys of bis Kingdom to ſuch? z. 0. a Pow er to 
let in, and caſt out of it. N 


4. We obſerve, this Power is ordinarily exerciſed to 


the great Injury of Godlineſs; for the beſt Chriſtians 


often ſuffer the utmoſt Cenſures for very Trifles ; are de- 
liver'd to Satan for not paying the exorbirant Fees of 
the Court, or the arbitrary Perquiſites of the Prieft or 


Jlerk at Chriſtenings, Burials, &c. or for not Croſſing 


without, If perhaps any vicious Perſons are preſented, 
they can have any favour for Money, from ſome Officers. 
And were the Courts ever fo juf, irs \a great Nuſance 


their Children in Baptiſm, or for not keeping Men's 


Holidays, Ge. Old Puritan Miniſters, when within the 
Church, felt this Yoke; much more may Diſſentérs 


co 
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to have every little Cauſe 232 at the pleaſure of a 
Informer or Apparitor, to 20, 40, 60. Miles diſtance | 
from the Places where Facts were committed, and where 
the concerned Perſons dwell ; where poor People cannot || 
come Without intollerable Charges ; and then from all 
Quarters of England into the Arches : Yet there is no | 
way to reform any Offender in this Church ( as ſuppoſe 
the late ſcandalous Biſhops of St. David's and Aſapb) but 
theſe prodigious Courts. Now is not this one Cauſe, | | 
that the Prelatical Miniſtry is by Confeſſion fo bad in 
many Places, even where the beſt Biſhops are? And | 
that there are ſo many unworthy Curates in a Nation 
which provides fo largely to breed and ſupport its Mi- 
niſters, but diſtributes the Portions of the Levizes ſo un- 
equally. Hence alſo the Church comes to be profaned 
by ſcandalous, mix d Communion, Sacraments are 
;  proſtituted to the Unworthy ; yet, ſome of the moſt Im- 
moral have been ſhamefully forced to come to both 
- Secraments ; which in Popery might look rational, ſe- 
ing their Sacraments are thought to convey Grace: But 
what Account can Proteſtants give thereof? Hence the 
graveſt writers of this Church, ſuch as the late Arch- 
| Biſhop, and other Biſhops, the Biſhop of Cork, the Au- 
thor of the Whole Duty of Man, &c. do juſtly bewail the | 
Decay of Chriſtian Piety in our Days: And were the Di- 
ſcipline in better hands, the very Canons would be | 
found Impracticable, or Intollerable, as we have often | 
ſhewn. Now this greatly hinders us from Joining our 
| 


Selves to this Church, that has no better Diſcipline, or 


Leen” ood ³ atom; © unn ren r . ry en f* Of © 4 


uſes it no better. This is one thing that drives us in- 

to ſeparate Aſſemblies, for which we are often branded 

as curſed Schiſmaticks, and in leſs hope of Salvation than 
| Perſons guilty of Adultery and Murder. But were we” 
really in this Peril, and our Accuſers had any Charity | 
and Pity, ſurely they would remove the Stumbling-blocks 
out of our way ; which, becauſe they do not, weſhallin 


1 


3 word wipe off that Reproach. 
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minated 


conſtantly deny it to be 
to Church Uaity and Peace, which ( as much as in us lies) 
we ſtrive to preſerve by all Chriſt's Methods, wiſbing 


[ 25 
125 5 8. of Schiſm charged on ui. 


| The Conformiſts.do now as freely charge one another 
with Schiſm, ever ſince the Crown was lawſully ſettled 


on the late Excellent King Viliam. and the Clergy among 
others, were obliged to own his Right and Title there- 
unto : ſee the writings of Dr. Heay, 71 Dodwel, David 
Ley, and many more. Of this Foll 


olly we might now 
make our Advantage ; and of what has been fo weightily 
ſaid (from a generous Principle of Juſtice) on our behalf 
lately, by ſome Honourable Lords; perhaps by ſome illu- 
Biſhops in that Houſe: We ſhall wave that. 
Nor need we plead the very Law, as it now ſtands 


in the AF of Liberty, which when it deſigns to eaſe 
Scrupulous Conſciences, can never be thought to pa- 
tronize damnable Sin. The Law, we confeſs, alters 


not the nature of Things. Had we been guilty of 


' S$cbiſm before the Act of Liberty, we remain ſo yet: 
And if they who impoſe Preter-evangelical Terms 
oi Communion, which conſtrain us to Separate, were 
| Schiſmaticks before, they are ſo yet. till they ceaſe 
their uncharitable dealings with us. The Law indeed 
Vill acquit us of Diſobedience, but leaves the Sebiſm as it 
his dreaming, 


was. Wherefore Mr. Norris roves in 
that we plead the Law in our excuſe, and has loſt all his 
learned Pains in Collections from Suarez de Legibus, to 
fix this Charge on us ; nor will we make it our Buſineſs 


to retort the Charge upon Him and his Complices : 
Surely there may be as much Difference and Separation 
as this amounts to, where neither Party are Schiſmaticks. 


A Separation we own, in Word and Deed, but this ſo 
Juſt and neceſſary to keep a good Conſcience, that we 
Schilm For Schiſm is oppoſite 


our Neighbours would do likewiſe. 


, 4 4 


urch Unity conſiſts not in things Extrinfical, 8 
Accidental tothe being of the Church ; ſuch is Beer. 
. 8 e . R ee — . mity 5 


. Informer or Apparitor, to 20, 40, 60. Miles diſtance 
from the Places where Facts were committed, and where 
the concerned Perſons dwell ; where poor People cannot 
come without intollerable Charges; and then from all 


uarters of England into the Arches: Yet there is no 
Way to reform any Offender in this Church ( as ſuppoſe 


the late ſcandalous Biſhops of Sr. David's and Aſaph ) but 
theſe prodigious Courts. Now is not this one Cauſe, 


that the Prelatical Miniſtry is by Confeſſion fo bad in 


many Places, even where the beſt Biſhops are? And 

that there are ſo many unworthy Curates in a Nation 
which provides fo largely to breed and ſupport its Mi- 
niſters, but diſtributes the Portions of the Levgres fo un- 
equally, Hence alſo the Church comes to be profaned 
by ſcandalous, mix'd Communion, Sacraments are 
proſtituted to the Unworthy ; yet, ſome of the moſt Im- 


to have every little Cauſe 1 5 at the pleaſure of an 


moral have been ſhamefully forced to come to both 


Secraments; which in Popery might look rational, ſe- 
ing their Sacraments are thought to convey Grace: But 


what Account can Proteſtants give thereof? Hence the 


graveſt writers of this Church, ſuch as the late Arch- 


Biſhop, and other Biſhops, the Biſhop of Cork, the Au- 


thor of the Mhole Duty of Man, &c. do juſtly bewail the 


Decay of Chriſtian Piety in our Days: And were the Di- 


ſcipline in better hands, the very Canons would be 


found Impracticable, or Intollerable, as we have often 


ſhewn. Now this greatly hinders us from 1 our 
Selves to this Church, that has no better Diſc 
uſes it no better. This is one thing that drives us in- 


to ſeparate Aſſemblies, for which we are often branded 


as Curſed Schiſmaticks, and in leſs hope of Salvation than 
Perſons guilty of Adultery and Murder. But were we” 


ipline, or 


really ia this Peril, and our Accuſers had any Charity, 
and Pity, ſurely they would remove the Stumbling-blocks 


cout of our way; which, becau 
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The Conformiſts do now as freely charge one another 
With Scbiſm, ever ſince the Crown was lawſully ſettled 
| on the late Excellent King Viliam, and the Clergy among 'y 
 _ others, were obliged to own his Right and Title there: 
unto : ſee the writings of Dr. Head, 4 Dodwel, David " 
Leſly, and many more. Of this Folly we might now 
make our Advantage; and of what has been fo weightily 
ſaid (from a generous Principle of Juſtice) on our behalt 
lately, by ſome Honourable Lords; perhaps by ſome illu- 
minated Biſhops in that Houſe.: We ſhall wave that. 
Nor need we plead the very Law, as it now ſtands 
in the 48 of Liberty, which when it deſigns to eaſ# 
Scrupulous Conſciences, can never be thought to pa- 
tronize damnable Sin. The Law, we confeſs, alters 
not the nature of Things. Had we been guilty of 
' Schiſm before the Act of Liberty, we remain ſo yet: 
And if they who impoſe Preter-evangelical Terms 
„of Communion, which conſtrain us to Separate, were 
}.1 Schiſmaticks before, they are ſo yet. till they ceaſe 
{ their uncharitable dealings with us. The Law indeed 
| will acquit us of Diſobedience, but leaves the Sebiſm as it 
| was. Wherefore Mr. Norris roves in his dreaming, 
that we plead the Law in our exciſe, and has loſt all his 
learned Pains in Collections from Suarez de Legibus, to 
fix this Charge on us; nor will we make it our Buſineſs 
| do retort the Charge upon Him and his Complices- 
({ Surely there may be as much Difference and Separation 
as this amounts to, where neither Party are Schiſmaticks. 


A Separation we own, in Word and Deed, but this fo 
Juſt and neceſſary to keep a good Conſcience, that we 
conſtantly deny it to be Schiſm: For Schiſm is oppoſite 
to Church Uaity and Peace, which (as much as in us lies ) 
we ſtrive to preſerve by all Chrift's Methods, wilhing 
our Neighbours would do likewiſe. _ Pre Hh 

[Church Unity conſiſts not in things Extrinfical, or 

| Accidental, to the being of the Church; ſuch as . 
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mity of Rights and Ceremonies, which the 39 Articles de: 


clare to be variable in ſundry Times and Nations. The [ 
Catholick Church is Cætus Fidelium, i, e. a Company of 
faithful People, believing in Chriſt, and ſubject to him: 
who upon his Goſpel-Call, come from among the VUnclean, {| 
and receiving or honouring Chriſt by Faith, do cleave ro | 
him, and are built on him as their Foundation, Eph. 2. 13! 
to 22. 1 Pes. 2. 4 6 They truſt to him as Captain of _ 
their Salvation, to bring them to God their choſen Porti- 
on: In and under him they unite to one another in a body | 
by Love, which is the Bond of PerfeQtneſs and Peace; 
and is to that end wrought in the Hearts of Believers by, | 
one Spirir, Gal. 5. 22 Faith and Love are of infinitely | 
greater Concern in the Church, than to meet in one Place, 
or to worſhip God in one Mode. Theſe Lwo are the | 
great Commandments, on which depends Chriſt's Honour 
in this World, and the Edification of his Body, the | 
Church, Fob. 13- 35. 1 Fob. 3. 23. — 4.20, We, by the | | 
Grace of Chriſt, receive Chriſt in all Offices, and build 
on him alone for Salvation; we labour that our Faitb ö 
work by Love to Him, and to all His; we delight to ſerve 
any of his Diſciples for his ſake, however differing from 
us; and as we have Opportunity, we rejoice to hold 
Communion with them, ſo far as we can ro Edification, 
and without Sin: Therefore we deny the Charge of 
Scbiſm. k... tm 5 
FgSsacbiſm in Scripture- Account ſeems chiefly to conſiſt in 
uncbaritable Alienation of Chriftians Hearts from each other, 
becauſe of their differing Apprebenſions about leſſer- things in 
Religion, 1 Cor. 3. 3, 4. Whereas agreeing in the Eſſen- 
tials of Faith and Worſhip, they ſhould receive one ano- 
tber to the Glory of God, as Chriſt received them, Rom, 15. 677 
and hold loving Communion as a Heuſhold of Faith, and 
Family of Love, Epb 4. 5, 6, 15, 16. We are confirai'd 
in this Notion of Schiſm, not only by Biſhop Stilingfleet's 
'  Trenicum, and Mr. Bales of Eaton, but by many excellent 
? - Prelates and Doctors; yea, by all their judicious Advo- || <« 
cates for the Church, againſt the Papiſts Charge of Schiſm, | ; 
And by Dr, Hammond pimſelt; See his Book of Schiſm, 
323... 8 5. 
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Cap. :. Sect. . 8, 5; 10, 11. Who has taught us ( in 
his Argument againſt the Papiſts) That any Impoſiti- 


on of what is, or is thought to be ſinful in any Com? 
muniĩon, will juſtifie Peoples departing from that Com? 
munion, and that we muſt not at all adventure on the 


leaſt Sin, or ſuſpected Sin. We know full well the 


monſtrous Doctrine of later Ecclſiaſtich, ſuch as Biſhop 
Parker, &c. about ſubmitting our Conſcience to the 


Publick Conſcience, or to the Magiſtrates Conſcience or. 


Will in all things, as bimſelf began to do, under a Po- 
piſh King. But we appeal to Men of more fragrant 
Name and Memory, of whom we learn and believe, 


1. That there may be Scbhiſm, or a ſchiſmatical Spirit, 
working in 4 Church, where there is no Local Seceſſion 
or Separation of Worſhip, Rom. 16. 17. 1 Cor. 1. 10, 11. 


3. 3, 4. Such Sects or Factions were at Corinth; and 
are there no Fewds and bitter Parties now in this Pre- 


latical Church? They all indeed agree in Conformity, © 


or rather in Promiſiag and Swearing to conform to the 


Law; but not in the ſenſe of the ſaid Oaths, nor in 
_ conſequent Practice. However, if agreeing in Confor- 
mity preſerves from Schiſm, will they be ſo kind to tell 


us at laft, why our agreeing with them in dectrinal and, 
prafiical Chriſtianity, might not much rather preſerve us 
- trom that nk 55 

2. That there may be a Separation from Local Com- 


munion with this, or that Church, without guilty Schiſm. 


So the Proteſtants at God's call, Rev. 18 4. came out 
from Popery, becauſe of its incurable Corruptions, and 


_ endleſs Impoſitions. Somewhere they muſt Aſſemble 
for God's Solemn Worſhip ; and in Popery they could 
not: What remains then, but that they, Wöcger In 


ſeparate Communions. Now this is the very Plea of 
Diſlenters, who think the Proteſtant Impoſitions in this 


Church to be ſinful: It matters not who are the Im- 
poſers, but what is impoſed. We profeſs we cannot 


conform without ſinning: That which net Faith, to us 
„ Sin, Rom. 14. 23. Muſt. we then Sin, to avoid the 


Charge of $chiſm ? Muſt we tranſgreſs or diſobey Chrilt's 
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Orders, to promote Men's Uniformity ? We do not 


chooſe diſtin Communions for Humour, but are forced 


thereto by unwarranted Impoſitions: And while we do 


thus humbly, peaceably, and in a tender regard to God's | 
Commandment, without a canker d, factious Mind, and 
_ are ſtill ready to coaleſce with all true Chriſtians, upon 


Chriſt's Terms; we never fear that our Maſter will 


charge us with Schiſm. Let it but be granted us (as 
ſurely it muſt ) that Chriſt, the Lord and Head of his 
 " Ehurch muſt judge, who ſhall be Members of ir, and on 


what Terms; if we then diſpute any Terms of his, let 


us bear the Guilt and Shame of rending his ſeamleſs 


Coat, dividing his Body, or whatever they will call it. 


But if imperious Men frame Terms of Communion, 
herein we cannot acquieſce, we are only liable to their 


jurious Cenſure and Clamour, and are no Schiſmaticks 
at the Bar of Scripture. e 


§ 9. Of Waorſhipping in Places not Conſecrated. 


| More weak and pitiable are they yet, who count our 
. Afemblies Sebiſmatical, becauſe we meet in Places not fo 
conſecrated as theirs; and for this ſome diſguſt our Wor- 
Tip, who ſay, They would like Us and Our way well 
enough in the Churches, And indeed ſome have ſcarce 


any Notion of a Church, but that great Houſe with the | 


| Steeple and Bels ; which Edifices have been polluted 
more than Ours, if Idolatry formerly practiced therein, 


could pollute them. And abating the Popiſh Rite of 


Conſecration, Ours are as truly Dedicated and Conſecrated 
as Theirs. For we provide the moſt decent Accommo- 
dations we can for God's Ordinances ; and uſually ſe- 


rate thoſe Houſes from all ſordid Uſes, and the moſt 
High Diſdains not to meet us there. Sometimes by = 
| Hard Neceſſity we held our Aſſemblies in Dwelling-houſes,  - 
in Barns, in Deſerts, and ſuch Tabernacles as could be 
bad: And do not all Men know the Cauſe? This was 
not our Choice, and yet our Duty at that Time. We love 
not ta dwell in Gedar and cieled Houſes, when _ 115 -4 
„„ %%% ¾ᷣ 8 awells 
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dwells in Curtains. oh 21 now ſee, that in our 
ſtrait Circumſtances we de ſire. and freely allow Houſes. 
peculiar to God's Worſhip ; Call them Synagogues, Chu yo bes, 
| Chapels, Temples, Meeting bouſes, or what you pleaſe ; Only 
we deny, that any Place or Walls are now Holy, as once” 
* the Typical Altar & Temple were, Fobn 4 21, 23. 1 Tim. 
2 8. Act, 10 28. to 33 Were We and our Accuſers per- 
ſonally more Holy, and Wiſe, and Candid, we ſhould be 
less fond of This, or That diſtinguiſhed Place, which can 
add no Sanctity to our Actions there. Mean while it 
Contents us to find in Scripture, that Chriſt and his A+ 
| poſtles, and Primitive Churches, worſhipped God in ſuch 
| Liberty of Places as we do: John 22 19. In « Houſe 
f mhere they ſhut the Doors for fear of the ſews: And there 
_ Chriſt came and bleſſed them, according to his ſweet Pro- 
miſe, which limits to no place. Matth. 18. 20, Mere, 
ever Two or Three are met in bis Name. Let it be in the 
\ Clefts of the Rocks, or other retiring Places, Cant. 2. 14. 
| In Deferts, and Mountains, in Dens and Caves of the 
Earth, Heb, 11. 38. So Chriſt preach'd in Deſerts, in 
| Mountains, in Ships, in open Fields, in Houſes, in 
Synagogues, or in the Temple. So did the Proteſtants 
ſecretly aſſemble in London in Q Mary's time: Fox. AR. 
and Mon. fol. 1881. And ſuch Aſſemblies may be true 
Churches, by the Judgment of our good Biſhop Devenant, 
on Coloſſ 4. 15. of the Church in Nymphas's Houſe ; Nuævis 
Collect io Fidelium, etiamſi ob paucitatem ſuam intra privatæ 
domus parietes includs poſſit ; etiamſi ob furorem Hoftium 

Nocturnos Conventus agant, eſt vera Eccleſia, S vi vum Eccleſig | 
| Catbolice membrum, | FFF „ 
Let this ſuffice co have faid of L. Conformity. 

F. 10 Of Miniſters Conformity, 

e KH | | e TY 
II. We come now to ſhew, what more is required of 
Miniſters 4 ſuch, than of others: wherein alſo. we muſt 
deſcribe, 1, What that Conformity is. 3. What we diflige 


l - Fae Honſormity * of all Miniſters, is 
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T. To perform divers miniſterial Offices by ſtinted 
Forms of Words; ſo far ſuppreſſing the uſe of their mi- 
niſterial Giſts and Talents all their Days, as in the greateſt 


part of Publick Prayer, and in Adminiſtration of both 


Sacraments. Canon 36. requires us to uſe the preſcribed 
Form of Publick Prayer, and nene other ; which yet many 
of themſelves do not obſerve. SL 
Now let it not be counted Arrogance in us, if we hum- | 
bly own, that from the Bounty of our aſcended Royal 
Head and Maſter, we have received ſome meaſure of that 
Gift of Chriſt, Rom. 12. 6. 1 Cor. 12 7. whereby we may 
pretend to ſomething more than barely a Skill eo read. If 
we have but one Talent, muſt we not Trade with it, and 
Fir up the Gift of God? 2 Tim. 1,6. How then can we 
_ oblige our ſelves to pray only by Humane Forms? Our 
Oppoſers in this do object, That in our Free Prayer there 
is danger of Erring, or Differing in the very matter of 
Prayer, and fear of more unſafe, undecent Expreſſions; 


_ eſpecially by ſome weak Miniſters. To which we ſay, E 


1. This is poſſible, yet no great fear of it, if due Care be 
had of raiſing, furniſhing, and ſending forth an able, 
Faichſul Miniſtry. 2. Their Exception is as ſtrong againſt 
Free Sermons too, and for obliging all Preachers, only to 
read a Book of Homilies : For alas, how much Error and 
Folly is vented in Sermons, by the old Monks, the later 
J-uirs, and others! 3 Is there no fear of ſuch Corrupti- 
ons in ſtinted Liturgies and Homilies? What Man can 
have the Face to deny it, fo long as there is a Maſs-Book | 
ia the World ? and ſo many corrupt Liturgies in divers 
Countries? Are not all ſuch the Conceptions of fallible 
Men, who have got a Power to dictate and impoſe ? *S2 
tha: his device proves no Remedy. 4. It's fooliſh to ob- 
ject This, or that Inconvenience, againſt Divine, Inſtitu-' 
tuion; and fo to obtrude the Inventions of proud Man, 
under pretence of Expediency. This opens the Door to 


all Wil worſhip, which thoz it be directed to the only True s Þ 


God, as its proper Obj &, and ſo is not groſs Idolatry ; yèt 
being deviſed and framed by Man, and having os other 
| Rule or Warrant butthe Will of Man, is forbidden . 
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that general name POLLY in the Second Com- 
mandment, Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf, i. e. of thy own 
Head, and out of thy own Wit or Will, any Image, i. e. 
any Way or Means of Worſhip, which God hath not ap- 
pointed: Thus Numb, 15 36. Amos 5. 26. This uſed to 
be the current Senſe of Expoſitors of the Commandments.' 
See Holland on the Second Commandment, and Dr. Vilet's 
Hexapla there. The Firſt Commandment anſwers to this 
Queſtion, Who (hall be worſhipped as God? The Second 
anſwers to this, How, and by what Rule ſhall God be worſhig. 
ped? Who ſhall preſcribe the Form of bis Worſhip? Who 
hall be Lawgiver ? Shall God himſelf 2 Oc ſhall Aaron 
| make a Calf? Shall Man ſtep up into God's Throne, and 
order God's Worſhip by his Pleaſure and Authority? 
When Iſrael builded Temples, more than God had appoin- 
ted, be forgat bis Maker, Hoſ 8 14. Memorable are the 
words of Biſhop Davenant on Cel 2. 23. about Will-werſhip ; 
Deum amare Cultorem Voluntarium, hoc eſt, eum qui lætus 
© Lubens ea facit, quæ ipſe fieri juſſit : Sed odiſſe Cultum 
Voluntarium, boc eſt, ills opera que pro immediato Des 
cultu illi offeruntur, cum ab ipſe non fuerint preſcripta ad 
hund finem : hoc enim eſt Fornicari in Inventionibus ſuis. 
 Pfal. 106 39, They went a Whoring with their own Invent ions. 
| Thefe Additions are ſetting up our Threſhold by the Lords, 
Ezek. 43. 8. as ſharers in his Sovereignty., And the riſe” 
of this Error is Man's fooliſh Conceit, that' thoſe things. 
muſt needs pleaſe God which pleaſe our ſelves; and that 
what diſpleaſeth us, muſt alſo diſpleaſe him. Now this 
| Notion we diſclaim, and all the Conſequences of it: 
One of which is, this impeſttion of Liturgies ; and that nor 
only on the Young and Weak, but the Graveſt and Ableſt 
Minifters. We contend for cur Liberty, which our Lord 
allows us, to exerciſe our beſt Abilities in his Service, be- 
_ cauſe to him we muſt account of our Falents. Some cre- 
dulous People, led blindfold by bold Slanderers, have 
fooliſhly thought Free Prayer a new Practice, ſer up and 
abetted among us by Jeſuits ; and will hardly bear to be 
better informed. Its a moſt amazing thing, how ſo great 
a Manay a very learned Biſhop, lately writing on this 


Argument. 4 
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Argument, could take Fa that ſenſeleſs Story from no 
better Authority. than of that ſcurrilous Book, call'd Foxes 
4nd Firebrands, Zal for a Party is ſometimes like a Gift, 
| which Solomon ſays, Blinds the Eyes of the iſe. Jeſuits, | 
We know, have acted the part of Eathuſiaſts in any | 
Church or Company, as they ſaw Opportunity: But if 
preſcribed Forms are fo terrible to] ſuits, or ſo great ſecu- 
rity againſt their Intruſions, we muſt wait ſome clearer 
proofs thereof, and till that time bear the reproach of the | 
Ignorant, Envious, or Scornful. 1 
. 2, In Miniſterial Conformity we muſt quit a great part 
' of our Office and Authority received from Chriſt, and ſwear 
1 Canonical Obedience to the Biſhop, & be ſubject to Ecclefiaſts- 
[ cal Courts. In this there is manifold Grievance. As Curtai- 


ling our own Miniſtry. Owning unwarrantable Offices in 
Chriſt's Church, & ſubmitting to a foreign unruly Power. 
1. As to our own Miaiſtry, we conſider what belongs 
to that Office by Chriſt's Inſtitution : He commits to them 
that he ſends, both the Key of Doctrine and Diſcipline, 
When the Biſhop reſerves Juriſdiction and Diſcipline to 
himſelf, he leaves the Miniſter but one of the Keys. 
Now we dare not accept this half Miniſtry, Chriſt Jeſus 
calls no Man to it; but will have us fulfi! our Miniftry in | 
all its parts, which are ſo dependent, that we ſee not how 
we can attain the Ends of Doctrine and Worſhip, without | 
| Diſcipline alſo. | | | | 155 | : = 
2. We cannot acknowledge the Prelate or Lord Biſhop 
as a ſuperzor Officer in the Church, and ſwear Obedience 
to him, as if Presbyters were his Subjects and Vaſſalss | 
The perſonal Excellencies and Merits of divers Biſhops, 
Former and Later, we own, and rejoice in, and bleſs Gd 
por their great Services to Truth and Piety. If more- | 
over the Civil Magiſtrate will confer on This or. That 
Miniſter an ample Revenue, a Title of Civil Honour, |} 
any eminent Poſt in the State, we leave that alſo to the | 
Diſcretion of the Sovereign. That which we deny is, 
that a Lord Biſhop as a diſtin; Officer in the Church, has 
any Foundation or Warrant in Scripture, or any -tightful 
Authority over Chrilt's Miniſters; and it fo, the Key, x 
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Office is a Nuſance: And what Good then can we expect 
by its beſt Adminiſtration? The Pleaders of this Office 
do little agree among themſelves. Some learned Doctors, 
| as Hammond, &c. affirm, That the Scripture-Elder or 
Presbyter is the fame as the Modern Biſhop; and that 
there was no Presbyter ſubordinate to a Biſhop at firſt, 


till Chriſtians and Churches multiplied, Others ſay, the 


_ Scripture ſpeaks only of the Prieſt or Presbyter, and not of 
the ſuperior Biſhop. So hard it is to find Both there; 
either the Biſhop made the Prieſts, or the Prieſts made the 


Biſhop ; but Chriſt did not make Both, as diſtin Officers: 
How then ſhall we receive both in Chriſt's Name, as ſent 


by him? The Common. Prayer- Book reduceth all Miniſters 
to Biſhops and Curates. The Biſhops (who in all England 
are but 26. and half. one in the e of Man) being reckon'd 


1 


the only Paſtors of above 9000 Pariſhes, and the lncum- 
bents are their Curates. But the Book of ordering 'Priefls « 


and Deacon, ſays, Chriſt bath inſtituted Thyes Orders in bis 
Church, viz. Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. lu God's Word 
we read only of Biſhops and Deacons, as Pbil 1. 1 1 Fom, 


3 1,8 The Biſhep, Elder, Presbyter, or Paſtor, to 
care for Souls, and feed them by ' diſpenſing the Word, 
Se and the Deacon to ſerve Tables, Ac, 6. 3- Here- 


upon we look on the Prelatical Biſhop, and the Hierarchy 


depending on him, to be a Creature of Man, not ſet up * 
by Chrift, nor to be receiv'd by us in his Church, by 


ſwearing Obedience to him, which he, it's true, ſays, 

intended only in Licitis & Honeſtss ; But ho knows 
what that means ? Either the Biſhop muſt judge in his 
own Cauſe, or the Clergy ſwear to juſt nothing: For what 
elſe is it, to obey the Biſhop ſo far as they themſelves 


think it lawful? But let us conſider this matter more 


S8. 11. Of Biſhops and their Deacong. 


- ''Fhefe Two Orders are found in this Church, both alike 
dll HT IR #49 901 
1. There is a Liturgy-Deacon, quite different from the 
| Scripture Deacon; for him we own, as of Chriſt's In- 
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ſtitution, 
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ſtitution, and needſul in i Church in all Ages, 1 Tim 
3.8, Se. to manage the Church-Stock, receiving what 
every one contributes in the Church, and diitributing - 
What is ſo receiv'd, to the Incumbent Miniſter, and to 7 
the Poor: A ſhadow of this remains in our Church- | 
wardens. But the Hierarchical Deacon is another thing ; 
by the Canons he is a kind of Probationer for the Prieſt- 
hood; for every Miniſter is firſt ordain'd a Deacon, let 
him be of whatever Years and Gravity: As for inſcance, 
George Keith in the Year 1701, aged about 70, was then 
ordain'd Deacon by the Biſhop of London. This Dea- {| 
cons Office is to read Divine Service, to Baptize, and to 
bury the Dead; and if he has ſpecial Licence, he may 
preach too; andatter a Year, he may be preſented again 
to the Biſhop, to be ordained Prieſt. Whatever Antiquity 
be pleaded for this Practice, it is not Scriptural : there- 
fore this Deacon being not of Chriſt's creating in his 
Houſe, we know him not. r 
2. The Biſhop or Prelate aſſuming Authority over 
Preibyters, we take to be of no better Original. In the 
Papacy this Biſhop was Unſcriptural, and can be no better 
When he is calPd Proteſtant, We grant, that the College | 
of Presbyters in any Church, anciently choſe among g 
themſelves a Grave Senior to preſide among them for 
Order fake ; bur our Lorded Presbyter is ſet over a Dioceſs 
_ of 2, 3, or 400 Pariſhes, or more, in all which he is fole 
Paſtor, and has ſa many Curates. He only has Power 
of Ordination and Juriſdiction within his Dioceſs; no 
4. e (he ſays) may Ordain or Conſecrate him to 
bis Office, but he Ordains all them, and Re. ordains any 
that were Ordain'd before, by meer Presbyters, accounting 
that Act a meer Nullity. After which, by the Canons of 
1603. none of them fo Ordain'd are admitted to any Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Living, or ſuffer'd to Preach, except he bas 
from the Biſhop a, further Licence ſo to do, and (hall fyb- ' 
ſcribe, Ge. This Biſhop Suſpends and Silences Parachial 
Miniſters at bis pleaſure ; and if in Spiritual Courts 
the grieved have any Remedy, few can come at it, and 
very hardly. This we think is Lord) engugh, Whom be 
j get ics code adaeoom W. 
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or his Chancellor excommunicates, the Pariſh Prieſt muſt 
at his peril Excommunicate, tho? he know him to deſerve 
no ſuch Cenſure : And by the fame order he muſt reſtore 


to Communion whomſoever the Chancellor abſolves, tho 


he has no other proof of his Repentance, than that he 
has paid the Fees of the Court. This Biſhop's Claim 
and Title we have oft' examin'd and diſprov'd, therefore 
at preſent ſhall only ſay of him. 1. That in Scripture be 
has no Foundation at all; ſo no place in the Church. 
The Scripture Biſhop is certainly the ſame as the El- 
der, Act, 20. 17, 18, 28. Tit. 1. 5, 6, 7 4. Being but a 
Presbyter, however dignify'd by the Prince, we conſtantly 
deny, that he has ſuch Power of Ordination, as to exclude 
other Presbyters, or any Power more than They. And 
we being ſcripturally Ordain'd by Senior Presbyters (the 
People alſo who choſe and call'd us, concurring by Faſt- 
ing and Prayer ) we cannot Conſent to Null our former 
Orders, by ſubmitting to be Re-ordain'd by any. Biſhop. 
Let him be ever ſo Venerable and Grave, by Chriſt's Au- 

thority he is but a Presbyter ; what then can he add to 
our Ordination? Or why ſhould we renounce the former 
as Void, when tis Scriptural, 1 Tim. 4. 14. and agrecs with 
the Judgment and Practice of All, or moſt of the Reformed 
Churches? This were to declare, that hitherto we were 
no lawful Miniſters, and all our Adminiſtrations invalid: 
Our Baptiſm'no Baptiſm, unleſs Laymen may baptize,; 


| which the Common. Prayer-Book once allowed, but now 


condemns, being in that point reformed by K James I. 
Mr. Dodwell, Leſly, and their Partizans ſeek to paganize 
us All, for want of a Prelates conſecrating Hands. But 
its ſcarce a Century, fince ſome zealous Archbiſhops and 
Bifhops were more Wiſe and Charitable to us, and. to the 
foreign Proteftanis. This new ſtroke to aggrandize their 
Order, as neceſſary to the very being of the Church, and 
efzntial to Salvation, no way encourages our Submiſſion 
to Prelates, nor to their intruding Chancellors, who never 
can have any Right to rule over Chriſt's Miniſters, nor to 
rob Presbyters of any Power that Chtiſt has committed 


to them, a „ e 0 by: 
es F „ 


— 
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3. The prudential Pleas for this Order of Miniſters} 
ate of nd greater force. Biſhops, they ſay, by their ma- 
turer Wiſdom in Ordinations and Inductions, can better 


Church Unity and Order, and manage Diſcipline, Ge. 


Theſe pretended Ends welike well, but would purſue 
them by divine Means. No Experience aſſures us, that 
the Order of Bithops doth ſerve theſe ends; we do not 


Tee their Juriſdiction ſecures us a more able, godly Mini- 


ſtry, or vertuous People. nor preſerves ſound Doctrine: 


If that of the 39 Articles be Orthodox, we ſee it now com- 
monly deſerted and oppoſed. And no wonder when a 
Learned Biſhop of good Note, doth now expound thoſe Ar- 


ticles to be of ſo uncertain ſenſe, that one knows not what 
they can ſerve for. Can a Perſon of ſo vaſt Reading and 


Memory forget, that Canon 5. declares, the-39 Articles were 
egreed to by the whole Clergy, to avoid diverſity of Opinion; 


and thæt Subſcription is enjoin'd, Canon 36. to avoid Am- 


biguities, Ronows he not, that the very Ad of Uniformity 
affirms the ſame ? Certain it is, that when the Engli(b 


Clergy did notoriouſl; Arminianiz2 under Charles I. a Par- 


Imment in 1628, did Claim, Proteſt, and Avow for Truth 


thoſe Articles in the Anti Arminian ſenſe, as the Doctors of 
the Church did then currently expound them, and rejected 
any other fenſe of them. Vid. Ruſhworth's Collections, Vol. 


1. p. 650. But where is the Biſhop now, that draws his 
Pen . rampant Arminianiſm? As to Unity in the 
Church, we ſee as little effect of Epiſcopal influence, even 


in their Convocations : And in truth we obſerve, that 


where no Biſhops are, all thoſe Sacred Things are as ſafelß 
Preferved ; fo, that we ſee no need of this Order yet. 
4. If the Order of Prelates do aſſume further Au- 


thority to decree Rites and Ceremonies, we mult always 
deny that Power in them or others. This we ſpake to 


before, and ſhall now only add, that the Lord Brook in 


his Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy, roundly Pronounces it Antzeri/- 


tian, p 60, 61. He ( ſays he) that commands the leaſt. 

exttle of Doctrine or Diſcipline, meerly ex Imperio Volunta- 
tis, in his own Power and Authority, without warrant from 
C dbrexipture.. 


preſerve a worthy, honourable Miniſtry, and maintain 
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| Antzi-chriſtian. Be that how it will, ſo temperate a Man as 
|} Molanchton, Loc: Cem, de Cerem. Hum, has thefe words, 
Epiſcopi arrogant ſjbi poteſtatem Cendendi Traditiones, quam 


tamen non concedit ei: Evanpelium, Hoc eſt certare um 
verbo Dei, & ilius Sapientiæ noſtram Enteferre, Biſhops love 9 
to be making Canons; but God commands Them and f 
Us to conform our Selves to his Rule or Canon, Exed. 23. 
13. Deut. 4. 2. Gal. 6 16. | 3 4 1 
, 5. The Biſhop with the Patron do in this Church take 5 
upon them to chuſe Miniſters for the People, and impoſe = 
| them. Perhaps the People may chuſe a Ledurer, whom 
| they hire, but no Rector or Vicar: Sometimes a good Mi- 
| niſter may come in this way; and on the contrary a 
' Worſe may ſometimes gain the popular Vote. This is the 
fate ol all humane Affairs: Abuſes may happen in the beſt 
Hands, and the beſt Conſtitutions may be peryerted : But 
zs it not far eaſier for an ill Man, to gain a Patron's ſingle 
Vote, than the Vote of a Pariſh ? The Patron is not al- 
ways a Pariſhioner ; nor knows what may be ſuitable tp 
| the People; for every Man is not alike fit for every 
| Place: Beſides, the Patron is not always wiſe and good: 
The Advowſon may fall to a weak Woman, to an Idiot, 
| to an Infant, to a Mercenary wretch, yea to a Papiſt, or 
Atheiſt: And are theſe fit to chooſe Paſtors for others? 
Ver ler the Patron be what he will, or Preſent whom he 
will, its very rare that be mi{ſ-th Epiſcopal Induction; 
nor can the Biſhop deny it but at his own peril All this 
is to us Unaccountable, Uaſcriptural, and Unreaſonabie. 1 
Mens natural and ſpiritual Rights in Societies are to be 
preſerved, and Chriſt's Inſtitutions honoured, who gives 
his Churches both Liberty and Charge to ſeek and chooſe 
for themſelves, Miniſters ſo qualify'd as his Word directs, 
{| 0 whole Conduct they may cheariully truſt. This Grant 
is. founded in manifold good Reaſon, and aptly fervez the 
proper Eads of the Miniſtry ; and therefore we humbly 1 
aſſert it, and care not ro come into Office at angther Door 
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| than Chriſt opens tg us. 
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9 75: Of Dielaration and Sulſeription required of Miniſter 


We that were in Pariſh-Churches at Aug. 24. 1662! 


were required, in order to keep our Places, each of us thus 


to declare, I A B. do declare my unfeigned Aſſent, and Con- 


ſent to All, and Every thing contained in the Book of Common- 


Prayer, and Adminiſtr ation of Sacraments, according to the Uſe 


of the Church of England, Se. Alſo thus, I A. B. do declare, 
that it 3s not lawful, on any pretence whatſoever,.to take up 


"Arms againſt the King ; and that 1 do abbor that traiterous . 


Poſetion, of taking up Arms by the King's Authority, againſt 
bis Perſon, or any Commiſſioned by bim ; and that I will con- 


Form to the Liturgy of the Church of England, as now by Law 


eſtabliſhed. And I declare, that I do hold, there lies no Obli- 


gation on me, or any other Perſon, from the Oath commonly 


caled, The Solemn League and Covenant, to endeavour any 


Alteration of Government in Church or state: And that the ' 


8 N ; 2 39 | 
under all Diſadvantages and Calumnies adhered ſtill to 
our Miniſtry, To you we have above ſhewed our 


| Grounds of difliking this Book, and denying Aſſent and 
Conſent to it: We did not deſpiſe the honourable Service 


of our Lord at his Altar ; we did not count it a Burden, 
nor deſert it for a Trifle, As it belongs to him to make 
the Terms of Chriſtian Communion, and to aſſign his 

Miniſters their Work, ſo to appoint them a Rule of Ser- 
vice, and to preſcribe the Terms of their Co-optation into 


that Service: And he has no where impoſed ſuch Terms 


as the Act of Uniformity requires of us, nor allow'd them: 


_ 2. The Declaration againſt Taking up Arms, &c, doth 


( contrary to the Deſign of the 48 Oblivion) revive the 
Queſtion about our faral Civil War, berween that King 
and his Parliament, and caſts all the Bloodſhed on that 


Parliament; and forces every Miniſter to judge in a Cauſe 
which he is not bound to underſtand. Strange Treat» 


ment we have had for ſcrupling this Declaration; and 
. namely, in the County of Devon, by a printed Order of 
Seſſions, A. D. 1683. which the notable Biſhop command- 
ed then to be read in all his Pariſhes, to inflame the Mob 
againſt us All, as pernicious Rogues. Suppoſe now, that 
Biſhop Lamplugb, and his Gentry, did throughly penetrate 
the Stateſmens Secrets in thoſe diſtracted times; can 
every Miniſter dive into ſuch matters? Can every poor 


Curate make a Declaration of ſuch matter with Judgment 2? 


It's moſt unreaſonable to imagine this; and therefore to 
make theſe things Conditions of our continuing, or of 
young Mens entring the Miniſtry, The Parliament 


which then was, did profeſs a great regard to the King's 
Perſon and Authority, and to take up Arms in its Defence, 
and of their own natural Rights illegally invaded : ( and 
a Parliament will know their own Power, when We and || 
{ the Impoſers have ſaid all we can). Whether or no they il 
had a Right to do what they did, let the Stateſmen and 
Lawyers debate. But ſhall Chriſt have no Miniſters of 


his ſpiritual Kingdom. unleſs they can turn Politicians, 


| Judge of the Rights of Kings and Parliaments,and will en- 
| 8*getoferve This, ar That Faction prevailing in the State? 


8 


* 


3 3 * e 2 ä AY 
n * 2 © 
_ ae 2 5 dS nn 
"Ip: wy * 
A a 8 


* 
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We have lived to fee ſome chat impoſed that miſchievous 
Oath on us, glad to counter. act ir themſelves, in their re- 
ſiſting both the Commiſſion, and the Perſon of the late 


King Fames, in England and Ireland, at our happy Revo- 


lution in 1633 Experience will reach whom nothing 
elſe can: We dare appeal now to themſelves, if *tis not 


a betray ing of our Lives, Liberties, and Poſterity, to aflert, 


That it is not lawful, on any Pretence, to take up Arms apainſ 
any Commiſſion d by any King, What? not it a King be a 
bigotted, bloody Papiſt? a very Tyrant? a publick Rob- 
ber? What? not if he Commiſſion French or lriſp Dra- 


goons, to cut Prateſtants Throats > Was there never, or 


can there never be ſuch an Engliſh King, to give his 


Soldiers like Orders, as Cbriſtian Il. King of Denmark gave 


to his at Stockbo/m, A. D 1520, becauſe Sweden was at that 
time Interdicted by the Pope? Had not we lately an Ab- 
dicating and Abdicated King abroad, ready to Commiſſi- 


on ſuch Dragoons? And has not the French King pro- 


vided us yet another King, had he but ſtrength ro impoſe 
him? We therefore could never approve the aforeſaid 
Declaration; tho' without that, we can challenge our Ac- 


cuſers to ſhow any clearer proots of Their Loyalty, than 


we have of Ours. FVV 
3. We were to renouuce the Covenant, as above, until the 
Year 1682, when the Law ceaſed to oblige us to that. 


This however, was once a great Stumbling block to ſuch. 


of us as had taken that Solemn Covenaxt, the avowed Deſign 
 Whereof was only a Regular Reformation of Church and 


State, by Scripture Rule and Authority: Hence in Scor- 
land both the King and his Subjects deliberately ſwore to 


ir. Now that Deſign is certainly good; for Scriptural 


Reformation will always be a Duty, fo long as Scripture 
is good, and is a Rule; a perfect, only Rule, as Proteſtants , 
avow: If an Apoſtle deviate from that, he may be rebuked, 
aud therein reſiſted, Gal. 2 11, 14. And why may not a 
Prelate? No Church in this World is ſo abſolutely perfect, 
as never to need Amendment. in any point: Far lefs this 
Pre latical Church, which confe ics, it wants a godiy Diſci. 


plive ; and in which divers worthy Men bave always 
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groaned for Amendments. Now where there is need of 
any Reformation, it muſt be fome body's Duty; and 

uſually Men need exciting to that work, becauſe its al- 
| ways croſs to the ſtream of the Times. Now who ſhall 
| reform Religion, or itir vp others to reform that, if Mini- 
| 


ſters ſhall not? Yer this blefled Work muſt we renounce. 
by folema Oath, after we had ſworn to promote it: This 
therefore in us would be horrid Perjury: A rare way to 
| ſettle Prelacy for ever, if, when once 'tis up, every one 
muſt ſwear, There lies no Obligation on Me, nor any other 
| Perſon, 'by the ſaid Oath, to endeavour any Alteration. 
| What? can the Prelatical Church never fall into a Need 
|| of being altered? and when there is palpable Need, muſt 
| there be no endeavour ?-No, not in the way of our Cal- 
lings! What? not by Prayer to God ? nor by humble 
| Suit to dur Rulers? What? not in a fair Convocation, 
[| nor in the Parliament houſe? What? is this Church in- 
/ + fallible too? Elſe how can it be unlawful, peaceably to 
reform it, according to God's Word, and the Example of the 
j* beſt Reformed Churches ? Yea, this cannot bur be all 
' Chriſtians Duty, by the Second Commandment, and by 
| vertue of their Allegiance to J-ſus Chriſt, avowed in Bap- 
[' tiſm. But tho? ſome of us did think it a Fault, that tbe 
| Covenant was impos'd, how can we declare, that to every 
\ Perſon it was unlawful and unobliging ? What Reaſon, 
| what Senſe is it for us to renounce it for all others, even 
_ thoſe of another Kingdom, living under another Parlia- 
ment and Laws,where the Three Eſtates agreed to impoſe - 
and take it? Whar have. we to do to condemn them? 
How inhumane it looks, to caſt Men and their Families 
out from Houſe and Home, for not determiving what 
other Men may do? low unrighreous and unreafonable 
to make theſe things Conditions of Miniſtrp? The Co- 
venant had indeed a Clauſe againſt the Briteiſg Prelacy ; 
and irs not for us to repeat tne Hiſtory of certain Pre lates, 
that might occaſion that Clauſe ; their Actions in, and out 
ol the Star. Chamber are upon R-cord, and will not ſoon 
de forgot; nor their Attempt of Reconciliation ro Rome, 
his rais d a high Ferment; and ia ſuch Paroxyſms its 


common to run into Extremes. However to Us, who had 
taken the Covenant, it was hard to abjure it; becauſe 
impartial Caſuiſts always ſay, that a ſolemn Oath binds 
ſtrongly in matter not ſinful in its own Nature; as did 


that Oath of the Elders of Iſrael to the Gibeonites, Feſh. 9. 


tho” they were drawn into it by Guile : And yet their 


Poſterity were ſmartly puniſh'd for King Saul's violating 


that Oath, after a long term of Years, 2 Sam. 21. 1, 2, 3 
and ſhall we fo entail a Curſe on our Poſterity ? 


Theſe were the Difficulties caſt in our way; which 


being to us inſuperable, we could not continue in our 
Pariſhes, Miniſtring to you, our dear Friends, as we deſired. 


Wherefore to pay our Ordination Vows to God, a neceſſi- 
ty lies upon us ro preach the Goſpel, when and where we 


may: We have counted the Colt, and wo to us if we preach 
not the Geſpel, while hungry Souls crave it of us; tho ſome 
ſay, wo to us if we do. ee 1 


C 13. Of Miniſters raiſed up fance our Ejection. | 
be Prophets live not for eVer: Wherefore as need 


quired, others have ſupply'd the room of our Brethren 
deceaſed. Theſe never took the Covenant, nor are ob- 


liged now to renounce it: In this, their caſe differs from 
ours ; but as to other Impoſitions *tis the ſame. Theſe 


are Diſſenters too, and by their Practice we judge they 
| have the ſame Perſwaſion as we, touching the Eſtabliſh'd 


_Church-Government, Diſcipline, and Ceremonies; ſo 
they cannot be received into Parochial Miniſtry : What 
then muſt they do, but Practice as we have done? We 
know full well, our Accuſers will ſee no need of our Mi- 


niſtry and Meetings: We wiſh there were not; but the 


contrary is evident. Our Nation is populous enough to 
fill both Their Temples and Ours; and in many Pariſhes, 


il the People had not our Miniſtry, they muſt have no 


Preaching. Why then do not the Church-men rather 
cry, Come in and help us again#t prevailing Ignorance, Error, 


and Impiety. How little of the Power of Godlineſs is leit? 


And will they never think of any way to retrieve it, bur 3 
wil enter 7 
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by perſecutipg us? May they not obſerye ſome good 
Fruit of our Miniſtry, in preſerving the knowledge of 
God, and ſoundneſs of Faith, and in Catholick Love, e- 
ven to our Troublers? For we dare not damn Them, 
as their Canon damns us over and over till we be dead; 


and then the Curare, for a charming Reaſon, ſcruples not 
to call us, dear Brethren departed: Which amounts to a 
virtual Abſolution. Oh that Paſſion and Prejudice might 
not ſtill hold our Eyes! Oh, that in this our Day we Mew 
- the aw of our Peace! res 


It offends ſome, that we raiſe a Succeſſion of Miniſters 
to our diſtint Congregations; but will they hear us a lit- 
tle, as to this? | 


iI We have Conſcientiouſly taught our Hearers the 
| way of the Lord; and They, as in Duty bound, have 


taught their Families his Statutes: Whereupon fame o 
our Poſterity weighing the Grounds of our Practice, think 
tbe Scripture is on our fide, and that they are obliged to 
Diſſent for the ſame Reaſons as we: And mult theſe have 

no Miniſtry ? Our Neighbours have not yet learnt of the 

French King, to force our Children from us, tobe train'd 
up in their way: And we certainly, if we be true to any 

Principles, and be honeſt Men, muſt train them up in our 


way; not forcing them to follow us, bur inſtructing them 
in the Bible; and in ſo doing, ſome of them do follow us. 
Wie hope none will ask us to feck Peace with Men by 
profaning our Families, or ſuppreſſing the Bible therein: 


Wherefore we muſt be Falſe, Cruel, Wicked, and Fools, 


if we let our Miniſtry fail. Do not our Accuſers think 


themſelves bound thus to provide for their People? Be- 


ſides, many of our Hearers are Seals to our Miniſtry: God 
made us Spiritual Fathers in Chriſt, to them by the Goſpel: 
Asad muſt we be unnatural, in taking no Care to breed 


- 


up our own Children? 


2. The Parochial Communion remains ſtill as it was, 
j if our Exceptions againſt it were juſt as to our ſelves, the 


fame will be fo, as to our Poſtericy : Nor do we know 
yet, that others have repented of their perſecuting us unto 


which 


| Wegal Pings, Prifons, Exile, and Beggury, & Feels 
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which ſome of the Church have «ever bewail'd, (Alas how 
. few ! ) and which Biſhop StsJing fleet at laſt laid ar-the Pa- 
piſts doots, after he had roo much help'd it on by his Dia 


it: Soon after which, the Z:-al againſt Popiſh Plotters was 
turn'd into another Channel, and the Nation knows what 
follow'd. While Perſecution and Profaneneſs are not 
purg'd out, tis not our coming into the Church can make 
it a Communion of Saints. - 
We then being mortal Men, and debtors to Poſterity, 
and finding many Parithes furniſhed with very blind 
Guides, ſome infamous for Doctrine and Morals, and our 


notorious with how great Diſadvantage we Educate any, 
and under what ſore difcouragements they enter the Mi- 


and Men conſtrains us to endeavour our beſt, 
3. Since the continuing of the Separation offends, if 


ſtands, is to make our ſelves Tranſgreſſors, by building again 
what we deſtroyed: Tis to belies our fixed Judgment and 


confeſs, there is much need of it. But God forbid, that 


Hiding. If a perperual Separation enſues hereon, the Fault 
is not ours, for the Remedy is not in our Power. _ 


85 14 A touch on the Hiſtory of Diſſenting, 


Fathers 


togaes, his moſt unſeaſonable Sermon of the Miſchief - of | 
| Separation in the Year 1680, and his unreaſowable Defence of 


Poſterity unfatisfy'd and unſafe under them, are oblig'd 
to help them to the beſt we can, by 2 T'm 2 2, *I''s 


niftry; conſcious of many unavoidable Debilities, which 
_ reaſonable Men will conſider : But Senſe of Duty to God 


our Brethren had indeed rather have our Company and 
Miniſterial Help in their Churches, they may open their | 
Doors wider, and once let Chriſt's Terms of Communion take 
place: That's a ſhort and ſure way to end the Separation 

or Diſſent. But for us now to come in, as the Caſe yet 


Conſcience, to diſparage that farther degree of Reforma- 
tion we had attained, ard go backwards; yea to engage 
againſt all Progreſs in Reformation. when both Parties 


we ſhould provoke God againſt our Land, by ſuch back- © 


We are not the beginners of this Contention: Our 


8 


- Lt 


ay. i Oy 
| Fathers from Age to Age have peaccably refuſed to ſub: 
mit to the meer Wills of Men in the Houſe ot God. 
What uſage They and We have met with herein, by 


F crouds of Sermons ( eſpecially before Magiſtrates, and on 
1 certain Anniverfarv Days ) and Legions of other Prints; 
by ſanguinary Laws, and execution of Laws, and Sham- 
- Plots to procure Laws againſt the Innocent; is a mourn- 
r ful Theme, and we'll paſs it by. Time has effectually 
. purg'd us from the reproach of Turbulent Behaviour, and 


ſet the Saddle on the right Horſe, unleſs Men reſolve 
that they wil not ſee, However it may be uſeful to ſome, 
to have a taſte of our Stor. - 


on the bloody Six Articles of Henry VIII returned Home. 


' lamented the imperfectneſs of our Reformation. Cover- 
dale, Hooper, &c. preſſed on to quit the Ceremonies, Veſt. 
ments, &c. which at that time Cranmer and Ridley ſtifly 

defended, fearing popular Tumults, had they then pro. 
_ ceeded further. Nay, that excellent young Prince him- 
ſelf could not prevail with Ridley to bear with the diſſent 
of fo good a Man as Hooper, till Queen Mary's Priſon 
convinced him of that fatal Error. See Ridley's Letter 
to Hoeper, conſeſſing his Weakneſs, Here the impoſers of 
Ceremonies began with Severity, and the Non conformiſts 
with Suft-ring. . In Qvcen Mary's time Dr: Cox, even 
during the Exile at Frankford, treated his Fellows no bet- 
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Fabeth came to the Throne, reviving the bleſſed Work of 


urged ; whereupon many in the Cburch were diſſatisfy'd, 


/ oo 25 2.) WR BG LS RS ELLE. RP nancbah ch. 


; ſuſpended ſome ſuch Miniſters, eminent for Piety and 


 Freaſtrer Burleigb could no way ſoften that Prelate: gc 
_ their Printed Letters, Biſhop Burnet conſe ſſes, that Queen 
yas ſtiff for pampous Cerernonies in worſhip. Such rate 


| 3 — 0 


* 
Dee 


When our firſt Proteſtant King Edward VI. firſt ſetled 
our Engliſh Liturgy, divers who had fl-d beyond. Sea, up- 


Theſe had ſeen the Churches in Germavy and Switzerland 
more reformed in their Worſhip, and Diſcipline ; and ſo 


ter. So foolith is that bitter Spirit. When Queen Eli. 
Reformation, yet the aforeſaid Reliq 10s Of Popery were {till 
and began to be called Puritans, Archbiſhop Whitgsft 


Learning, and Great Ornaments of the Church. Lord 
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Biſhops as Grindal, Jewel, &c. returning from Exile, could 
not move her to abate ſo much as the Clergy-Habits to 


ſuch as ſcrupled them. 3 
In her Fifth Year the Lower Houſe of Convocation 
paſs'd a Vote againſt urging Miniſters Subſcription to 
Ceremonies; and many Lords of Her Council preſs d the 
Biſhops to Moderation. The Houſe of Commons alſo 
_ paſs'd ſome favourable Bills, but till the Arch biſhops 
eat fruſtrated all theſe Diſpoſitions to better Temper. 
Then was our Nation ſadly diſquieted, and Papiſts grew 
bold. Many learned and godly Miniſters were ſilenced 
or deprived ; Mr. Cartwright impriſoned, Mr. a. Travers 
Maſter of the Temple was filenced, Mr. 7. Udal for his 
but writing againſt Church-mens Male adminiſtration, was 
| ſentenced to die, and in Prifon did die. Diflenters made 
humble Petitions, but certain Biſhops ſhew'd no Mercy. 
And thus the Queen concluded her Reign. ; 
Fames VI. of Scotland ſucceeded in her Throne. He 
in his own Country (where equal Presbyters were the 
| Reformers from Popery ) called our Engliſh Lirurgy .. 
, mumbied Maſs: And at his parting from that Kingdom 
' gave ſolemn Aſſurances to preſerve their ancient Diſc Þ} 
pline and Form of Government by Presbyters. What 
became of thoſe Scotch Promiſes the World knows. 
Epiſcopacy was ſet up there, not to the Credit of that 
Order, if we might judge by the Life and Palinodia of 
Patrick Adamſon the infamous Archbiſhop of Se. Andrews. 
In Exgland our Biſhops tutor'd that Ring, till he became 
bitter againſt. the Purit ans, and reſolv'd to root them out. 
550 Miniſters petition'd him at once for further Refor- 
mation. That occaſion'd the Hampton. Court Conference, of | 
which Barlow has left us a very lame Story; yet enough 
to ſhow what Councils ruled the King, and what the , | 
Diſſenters were to expect from the Biſhops, The very 
x ſame Argument ſway'd againſt all further Reformation, as | 
;| the Pope's Deputies urg'd in the Council of Trent. | 
_ Unhappy Charles I. trained in the Prelates School, | 
_ Eanced to their Pipe, till He and the Nation felt the miſ- 
| Chick of it. Archbiſhop Land, and others, ſoon how's 3 
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their mind to make Terms with Rome, but drove the Puri? 


tans into American Deſarts, Juſt as their Poſterity fince 


declare, they bad rather be Papiſts than Presbyteri ann. And 
who doubts that? But fince the Engliſh and Foreign 


Presbyterians moſt cordially own the Proteſtant Doctrine, 


are not theſe Men aſham'd to declare the Proteſtant Reli- 


gion to be worſe than Popery ? Will this ever convince 
the World, that our Hierarchy is ſo great a Bulwark of the 

Reformation? Nay rather, that the Impoſers are infatua- 

ted. Yet theſe Revolters in Heart troubled that Reign, 


whoſe Race was ſo Tragical, and its end very Mournful, 
Our Fathers being oppteſs'd, made Supplications in vain, 


and were treated with great Severity, while the zealous 
Impoſers were ſo fondly tender of the Papiſts, that the Na- 


tion was driven to violent Methods, and extreme Hazards, 


to prevent our being ſwallow'd up in that great Gulf. 
And who can, to this Day, look back on the Confuſing 
of that Reign, without Grief and Horror? 


| Thoſe miſerable Diſtractions laſted to the 12th of 
Charles II. when that King was brought Home by the 
Presbyterians; and what Engagements he then took 


on him to uſe milder Councils, all the World may 
Rill ſee in his Declaration from Breda, &c. But his King- 
craft ſoon open'd, and we ſa that verify'd, which good 


Bilhop Brownrig ſaid on his Dearh»*bed, to one wha 


brought him the welcome News, Now our Matter is 


coming Home Is be coming ? ( ſaid the Grave Biſhop, 
now near to Eternity) God bleſs bim: But he'l bring thoſe 


with bim, who, where it to ſave not Three Nations, but 


Three Worlds, will mot abate a Rag of 4 Ceremony, This 


| ſoon appear'd in the Mock Conference at the Savoy, and 
| by the baſe Arts uſed to gain the Ad of Uniformity, 
The Savoy Papers are extant, where all may ſee how 


large were our Conceſſious for Peace, but our Demand 


ol Abatements the loweſt that could be. Yet not an 
Ace would be yielded to us. Nay, the Terms of Com, 


formity were made more grievous, and enjoin'd with 


greater Rigour. Whereupon about 200 Incumbents, 
and other Miniſters, many of them burn and Hining | 
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Miniſtry : and then, by conſequent Laws, were driven 
from their Habitations and Freeholds. Theſe, and many 


ſuch things by virtue of thoſe Draconick Laws, as the 


their Reſentment of Mr. Calamy's gth Chapter, attempting 
(with many Imperfections and Miſtakes )) a Catalogue of 


mons which hatch'd thoſe Laws, lived to confeſs the Miſ- 
Chief of them. That Reign which produced them, ended 


Duke ſway d all: And it muſt be noted, that generally 
the ſame Perſons were for executing thoſe Laws, and for 
a Popiſh Succeſſor. Paſſive Obedience they preach'd, and 
we practis'd it, till they had once again ridden the Nation 
to the very Gates of Rome, 

old Man, was in haitc to reſtore his Religion: his Popiſh 
Queen and Jeſuits fpurr'd him. A bold Eſſay he made, 
and 'rwas no ſmall wonder he miſcarrz'd. Many Clergy, 
at this time, wrote and acted honourably : It was high 
time: Had they not a Cauſe ? Difſſ-aters had no Biſhop. 


obſerving the approaches of Popery long before, we bold- 


_ Weenvy not our dignity'd Brethren their praiſe, and 
ſmall Cauſe have their writers now to reflect on our Con- 
duct then, would they honeſtly conſider our earlier Ser- 
vices, their own greater Numbers and Opportunities, and 


their denying Licence at that time to our Books, And 


Who fees not, how little any Books could do, againſt a 


or Our were moſt inſtructed againſt Popery: But amongſt 
them it muſt be owned, that Intereſt was a ſtronger 


per tawards us. 


— 


Lights, were by a Law diſabled trom the exerciſe of their 


more Thouſinds of Perſons and Families ſuffer'd 
Prof: cutors would be angry to ſce publiſh'd : Witneſs 


thoſe Ejected, filenced Miniſters. That Houſe of Com- 


in Popiſh Plots, and terrible C nvulſions : for a Popiſh | 


In 1684 Fames II. mounts the Throne : and being an 


ricks, Fellowſhips, or other Preferments to looſe ; yet 


ly reſtſted it, by many Books, both Popular and Learned, 


raging Tide? Let all Men judge, whether Their Pecple | 


Ferce againſt Popery, than Geremonies. Ble ſſed be that 
Providence which fo ordered it, and taught ' the Seven 
Biſhops in Prin, to promiſe to come to ſome ather Tem. 


Tron, Seryils 
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Servile proftitution of Pulpits had forely diftrefs*'d us 5 
Our Friends were in no Trufts ; nay many were by Per- 
ſecution brought to Poverty, Priſons, and Exile : Others 
were difarm'd and difgrac'd at Home. We know who 
taught the Ring that E«cflcn ; but in this Mount the Lord 
appeared: He prepared the moſt Illuſtrious Prince of 
Orange for ſuch a time, form'd his Mind to heal a Factious 
Nation, and girt him with Strength, ſent and proſper'd 
him to patronize the forlorn Proteflant Intereſt, and the 
Liberties of Europe ? By fo doing, be deſerved highly 
of the Age, and worthily became bur Rightful and Law- 
ful King William the IIId. whom God had made our com- 
mon Benetactor, and Glorious Deliverer. No Honer did 
be call the Clergy (one would hope, in a fit Scaſon ) to 
Harmonize with a cool Parliament, and to reform at leaſt 
ſome conteſs'd Abuſes among themſelves, and to attempt 
ſome Accommodation among found Proteſtants, but out 
comes a Vox Cleri; and the Lower Houſe of Convocation 
declare, Nolumns Leges Angliæ mutari. As if every uſage 
ol Ceremonious People were now become Sacred as the 
Nation's Fundamental Laws. Thus the Church. Clock 
was ſet for that hopeful Reign: Liberty was indeed gran- 
ted by Law for our Separate Worlhip, without dimi- 
niſhing a Grain for their Silver Shrines: This we thank 
fully accept, and peaceably improve. But how the King 
and Parliament which indulged us have been treated, we 
thoughtfully obſerve. An Army of Prints and Re. prints 
do every day repreſent us as Donatiſts, curſed Schiſmaticks, 
turbulent People, tho' we can vye Loyalty with the beſt 

of them. ls this their due Temper ? Is this the way to 

charm us into their Communion ? Our Diſl:at is plainly. 
againſt our worldly Eaſe and Intereſt every way. We 


\ have labour'd to.convince our Rulers, that we do it in 


Obedience to Scripture- Light, and the Dictates of Con- 
ſcience, and in a faithful Concern to pleaſe God. Such 
as thought Conformity tolerable upon any Occaſions, have 
gone their utmoſt length for Peace, All this is calbd 
Hypocriſy, and fo is all we can ſay or do. Nav, a writer 


' of Name has judged our eres Sins (how came he to know 
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them ) to be far worſe than Murder and Adultery : Out 
Principles, Practices, and our very Thoughts are traduced, 
to incenſe Magiſtrates To ſome Books we quietly re- 


ply'd. When the famous Author of the Weapon ſalve for 


the Church's Wounds, thought fir at ſuch a Time, May 2. 
1680. to draw his Sword (for ſuch was his Pen) it was 


time to hold up the Shield; for War was at hand. Then 


did our Owen, Rule, Clarkſon, Baxter, Alſep, Troughton, 
Barret, and others, make bold to expoſtulate with the 


Reverend Dean. He wrote a Second time; and divers 
ol them reply'd : which Anſwers to this Day ſtand un- 
touch'd; as doth Mr. De Laun's Plea, extorted by Dr, 


Calamy's Challenge ; which coſt him his Life in Priſon. 
And would our Brethren conſider, we could tell them of 


* "Thouſands of precious Lives ſo ſacrificed. Some Self- 
_ defences are neceflary, but we have no Joy in theſe Liti- 
gations ; tho' ſo furiouſly charg'd by Five Impreſſions of 
the Lendon · C aſes, and of their 4bridgment, and by a ſwarm 
of ſuch peeviſh Authors, as Burſcough, Bennet, Dorrington, 
Mesh, Stubbs, Sacbeveril, Leſh, &c- Little has been ſaid 
to any of theſe, and little needed be ſaid to a bare re- 
hearſal of old Arguments ſo often enervated: And we 
| fee tis but little the Times will bear, when all occaſions 


are ſought againſt us: A burden of invidious Clamours 
we contentedly bear, ſtriving to approve our ways to God 


and Man, as the Apoſtle has directed us, 2 Cor. 6,3. to 


10. And kind Providence evidently calls us all, under 
this gentle Government, to unite our Vigour againſt pre- 


vailing Impiety. In that more neceſſary Service we de“ 
light, and therein continue to this day. Only at your 
Requeſt we have thus far diverted, to give you a Memo- 
rial of our Caſe, and our Plea. 1 3 
Theſe things hold us to the way of Non. conformity, 
 Whereia we are comfortably finiſhing our Courſe, tho? 
bearing ſuch Calumny as you muſt expect in the ſame 


* 


way. What we have ſaid, we beſeech you to weigh, 


and warn you not to receive any thing becauſe tis our 
_ -Opintonbutto ſearch the Scripture with humble Diligence i 
and Prayer ; If the way we have led you in, be war. 
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| ranted by that ſure Word of Prophecy, you ought to 


Love. Amen. _ 
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follow the Lord therein tho' Men call it Hereſy or 
Faction. If in obeying Chriſt you meet with Suffer- 


ugs, his Grace will be ſufficient for you, 1 Per. 4. 12, 
13, 14. —— F.10 Hope in bis Word, and do bis good Com- 
mandments, and Peace be on you, Pſa); 119. 166, 167 Gal. 


6,16 Now to him that is able to keep Us and You in 
all Truth and Godlineſs, and preſerve us from every 
Evil Work, we heartily commit our Selves and You, 
truſting in his Mercy, that if in this World we ſhall not 
ſee Peace upon Iſrael, he will ere long land us ſafe in a 


glorious World of pureſt Light, and perfect Brotherly 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Hereas ſome principal Writers againft Us 
| report, that we depart from the Principles 
and Temper of old Non-conformiſt, we refer the Eng- 
liſh Reader to be more fully and truly inform'd of 
Fact, by Mr. obn Troughton's Hiſtorical Apology for 5.5e 


Non: conformiſts, in 168 1. and to another nameleſs +. 
Author in 1682. who calls his Book, The Harmony f 
the Old and Preſent Non- conformiſts Principles, &c. ha- | 


ving certain Letters to Arch- biſhop Whitgift annex'd, 


But if indeed any of us have quitted our Fore- fa- 


thers Footſteps, as tis evident our Oppoſers have 


left Theirs; the Arguments however can never 
| looſe the Force they had, and it muft be ſtrange 
. Tenorance of this World; for any to be thereby 
offended, or think that makes Their Caſe, or Ovrs, 


berter or worſe. May the Lord heal the Backſli- | 
OOO, ·˙· er ee 
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An APPENDIX to the Letter; con- 


taining. Advice more Practical. 


Brethren, Beloved in our Lord Jeſus, 


IN CE your Neceſſities call for a freſh Supply of 
che above Letter, we who ſurvive to reviſe it, think 
fit, as dying Men, once more to put you in mind 
of ſome things unqueſtionably Great & Weighty : 
Our Pilgrimage has been through various Trials itt very 


unſettled Times; under which having obtained Mercy to 
be found faithful in ſome meaſure, our great Care is, that 


the Work of God may out. live us, and proſper more in 


Four Hands: Fear us therefore now, as you love us, your 
Overſeers and Servants in the Goſpel, hearken to us now, 


becauſe ſhorcly you can hear us no more; or rather bear 
what the Spirit ſpeaks unto the Churches, Rev. 2.7. Weſhal! 
not furtncr trouble you about the Grounds of Non-contor- 
m#Y.y, nor would have you trouble us. « If the Reaſons a. 


torefaid are of force with you, a Neceſſity lies upon you to 


walk in Separate Communions ordinarily ; yet maintaining 
Unity of Spirit in the Bond of Peace, with all true Chriſtians, 
who call on the Name of the Lord Jeſus. Conſcience to- 
wards him obliges you to aſſociate for his Solemn Worſhip. 


1. For his greater Honour, and to advance his Kingdom 


0 ol Grace in the World. 


2. For mutual Edification and Comfort. But the fame = 
Conſcience will oblige you to walk in all Wiſdom, Humi- - 


« ity. and Charity, nor in a Spirit of Eavy or Contention. 


Sufter us therefore now ( as the Apoſtles in view of their 


Deceaſe ) to put you in mind, 


1. Of ſome conſtant Duty towards Chriſt your Rede- 
mer, vour Lord and Head. 5 5 9 
2. Ok mutual Duty among your Selves, and to your 


0 


Min iſte 78. 


3. Of ſome Duty to ſuch Cntiſtians as you Diſſent from! 
4 Of Duty to your Families and Poſterity. For by all 
; theſe you are to adora the Doctrine of God our Saviour; 
but we can offer you only ſhort Hints. ; 

1. Hear our ſolemn Charge, and ſerious Advice, con- 
cerning Duty to Chriſt Jeſus, your Great Prophet, High- 
Prieſt of your Profeſſion, and your glorious King: The 
faithful Husband and Guide of his Church, and her Ho- 
nourable Head. Surely very much is always due to him. 
Plal 45. 11. He n thy Lord, worſhip thou bim. 


J. 1. Your diſtin Communions as Non. conformiſts 
were primitively grounded in a fuller Teſtimon to the ling- 
Y Office of Cbriſt, and his peculiar Dignity in his own Houſe, 
where he muſt be Lawgiver alane, and will not ſhare a- 
way his Glory: Wherefore know him well ig. that Capa- 
city. As his Prieftly Mediation and Interceſſion is in- 

communicable to any, ſo is his Royal Authority: He will 
have none to command any Doctrine, Ordinance, or 
Practice, which he in his Word has not taught, nor to fer 
aſide any of his Orders. Matth. 19 y. —23 9,10 Hear Him. 

Study this great Office of Chriſt in its ſeyeral Branches, 
as his Word diſplays ir, that you may never give up his 


Rights to any that would invade his Throng. There is 


a Man of Sin, King ef the Children of Pride, who magnihes 
himſelf at a mott ſtrange rate, 2 Theſf 2. 3 to 12. and 


pireſumes to change Times and Laws; tor he does all in his 


Church like one that is aboye all Law, He enacts new 
Ordinances and Ceremonies, yea, new Doctrines and Sa- 
craments, according to bis Will. His Spirit was early 
working in the Church, i Jobn 2 18. -- 4 3. Now that 
vou may diſoun him. you ſhould and may know him, 
by what is faid of him, 1 Tim 4 1, 2, 2... 0 Uſurpers 
Are you to receive, but always, and in alt things, follow 
the Lamb of God, Rev 14 4 The Pope arrogates au 
Univerſal Headſhip under Chriſt, but really in oppoſition 
to him, and therein' that Set 'of Men are the Antichriſ®, 
Others claim not fb much, yet would be medling in Chrift's 
Biene gag reaching him howts order i. Bur be i a wiſe 
F and 


V 
and faithful King, tho' his Kingdom is not of this World; 
that is, tis not got, nor kept, nor manag'd like worldly 
Kingdoms, nor to worldly Ends: By the Sword of his 


Mouth he ſubdues the Rebellious to himſelf ; and that 


ſame Word is the Sceptre whereby he Rules them: Bur he 
writes his Laws in their Hearts, and from his own fulneſs 
of Life and Spirit, imparts to them ſuch vital Influence 
(like that of a Head co the Members of the Natural Bo- 
dy, or of a Vine to its Branches) as gives them Strength 
and Freedom 1a the ways of holy Obedience, | Where- 
fore know him in his peculiar Royalty. 
2. Acknowledge him heartily as your only King. To 
him alone muſt his own Church ſubmit, by Word & Deed, 


as Subjects to their own King: Epb. 5. 23 Phil. a, 10, 11. 


Act, 3. 22. To us there # but one Lord, and Maſter. in Reli- 


gion, to whom every Knee muſt bow ; ond he is juſtly 
jealous of his own Prerogative and Honour. Particular 


aints avouch him as the only Lord of their Conſcience, 
who has Dominion over their Faith and Worſhip ; and fo 
muſt you all do in each of your Societies, and in your 
Joint Worſhip ; for there alſo he is Head. Wherefore, 
1. Every Church muſt be framed or conſtituted accor- 


ding to his Will & laſtitution: His Church is a choſen 


Generation ; a peculiar People. He by his Word preached 
ſeeks them our, and calls them, ſo as they come and cleave 
to him by Faith: His Spirit of Grace qualifies them for 


Communion with him, and with each other : He obliges 


them to unite and walk in particular Societies; and his 


Word deſcribes who are Perſons meet and worthy to be 


admitted Members therein, or to enjoy the Privileges of 
his viſible Houſhold ; alſo how, and by whom theſe are to 


be ſo received. The Word ſets down what Offices ſhall 
always be in his Church; what ſort of Perſons ſhall bear & 
execute thoſe Offices; how, and by whom they muſt be 
called thereto, and veſted therein; how they ſhould be- 
have themſelves in their Offices, and how they ſhould be 
maintain'd and ſupported. Now ſearch the Scriptures, 


that in the Structure of your Churches, none of his Orders 
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all the plain diſtates of his Wiſdom and Sovereign Plea? " 
| ſure; and in the reſt, you mult of Neceſſity exerciſe Mo- N 
deſty and mutual Forbearance. * | 
2. Ia your particular Fellowſhips walk carefully and u2 
' nanimouſly in all his Ordinances of Worſhip, neglectiag 
none. Say not, what need is there of them, or what pro- 
' ficby them? What need of Sabbatbs? Why ſo much 
45 Preaching and Praying, and that in Solemn Aſſemblies, 
when we might read as good at home? Or what need of 
viſible Covenanting by Sacraments? A moſt wretched 
Indifferency grows upon many as to external Worſhip, 
( we fear, it is by their ſad formality in it) tho” God have 
ſpecially promiſed his Preſence therein, and is thereby e- 
| minentlyglority'd among Men. What Worſhip they pay + 
is made rather an Act of Liberty, than of Duty or Neceſſt- 
ty: This is not to honour him. Infinite Wiſdom and 
Love directed all his preſcriptions; ſupreme Authority 
| ſtabliſb'd them: Hence his lovers delight in his Houſe, 
Eſal. 23. 6.—26 8. — 27, 4 for that his Bleſſings are afſu- 
red and diſpenſed. Exod. 20 24 Pſal. 76 2. — 87. 2, 3. 
| | Ia. 56 6 7. I/a. 4. 5,6 It's an evil Heart of Uabelief 
that draws back from them, Heb, 3. 12,13. And ' tis bold, 
| licentious Pride to put a flight on any of them: Where- 
fore keep them all pure & entire, and duly attend them, 
Marth. 28. 20. 1 Cor. 16. 2. So Aechary and Elizabeth. 
walk'd in all the Ordinances blameleſs, Luk 1. C 
3- Since in Religion you are not Servants of Men, ii 
true fidelity to Chriſt you muſt in your Places peaceably 
_ oppoſe and refuſe whatever Innovations, InjunRtions, or 
Traditions of Men, 48 4 19 — F 19. Would any. 
change the Lord's Day for another Day, or command 
bother Feaſts to be equally regarded; or forbid you ta i 
fſanctifie the Lord's Holy Day, or ſupprefs the Uſe of His 
Holy Word; or ſet up another Rule of Faith and Judge | |} 
ol Controverſies? do they deviſe new Modes of Worfhip, : 
| or mingle their own Fancies with his Inſtitutions ? For 
. Conſcience fake, receive them not, bur obey Chriſt above 
1.08 Men, Mich 6 16. But ſtill preſerving the Honour 
Aue ta che Perſons of Superiors, and to their Authority " : 
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all other matters, Rom 13, 4 Faithful Magiſtrates will 


ask no more, and humble Biſhops dare no more equal 


their Canons to His, than Apocryphal Stories to Divine 
Scripture. When Corruptions grow general, its time for 


them that are on the Lord's ſide, to ſhew themſelves fer 


him, Exod. 32. 26. 
4 Uphold the Fame & Honour of Chriſt, and nouriſh 
your Truſt in him, and Love to him, by ſpeaking often 
one to another in his praiſe, Cant. 1: 2, 3. Mal. 3 16 Tell 
how Great, and Wiſe, and Good he is. What live you 
for, but to exalt him that died for your Ranſom ? P/al. 
14. J. 12. Rem. 14 8 9. Mention how great a Saviour 
he is, how loving and ſtrong a Redeemer, how perfect a 
Counſellor, how tender, faithful, and conſtant a Friend, 
alrogether lovely, Pſal. 89 1. Cant 5. 10. to 16. I/ai 9 67. 
263 7 Thus St Paul ſpread his Fame in all his Epiſtles, 
and by all his Miniſtry, 2 Cor. 2. 14. and valued his Life 
chic fly for this, That Chriſt might be magnify'd in his Body, 
Phil. 1 20, 21. The very Children he accepted in ſing- 


ing Hoſanna to him, Matth. 21. 15, 16. The Bleſſed A- 
bove praiſe him without wearineſs; ſo muſt you delight 
in him, and be devoted to him. This is to honour him 


as your Lord and Head, or be in Subjection to him in all 


things, as a People taken out of the World for his Name, 


IJ. 2. We exhort you next, to continue in all mutual 
Duty as Church. Members, and to a due regard to all thoſe 
| Miniſters of Chriſt whom the chief Shep' .rd ſends to 
you, or ſets over you for his Service, and your Edification. 


Every Member ſeeking its own Salvation, is alſo to deſign 
the Edification of the Body, 1 Cor. 9. 22,— 10 33. Every 
part muſt be uſeful ro the Whole, Epb. 4 15, 16 1 Cor. 
12, 25, 26, 27 and that muſt he by mutual Communica- 
tion & Company ; therefore the Apoſtle cxhorts all ro 
' covet the beſt Gifts, that they may be fruitful, ver. 31. 

1. As to your Miniſters, Elder or Younger, we will 
offer but this one word: Chriſt hath honoured them, in 


that he ſent them in his Name, and on his Buſineſs ; 


wherefore Rindneſs or Yakindneſs done to them, he re- 
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LE 57 . il 
ſents as done to himſelf. Take heed then how you Re? 


ceive & Uſe his Embaſladors, the Stars that he holds in his 
Right Hand : great is their Work, and their Cares weigh- 


ty, 48, 20. 28, 31. 2 Tim. 4.2. 1 Pet. 5 2. and all for 


your Souls. Do this then; Eſteem them tor Chriſt's ſake; 
aſſiſt and encourage them in their Work for your on 


ſakes, 1 Ibeſſ. 5 12, 13. 1 Tim. 5. 17. Pbil. 2. 29, 30. 


Pray mceflantly for them, Heb. 13 18 Chearſully attend 
their holy Miniftrations, 1 Theſſ. 2 13. Free them from 
worldly Cares, by a competent Proviſion for them & their 
Houſholds, Gal. 6. 6 that they may attend their Work 


without Diſtraction, and maintain decent Hoſpitality. 


Satan and the World will ſet againſt them by Slanders, 
and all wicked Arts: Be you always their faithful, zealous 


Friends, eſpecially under Reproaches, Temptations and 


Infirmities, Phil. 4 10, 15, to 19, | 
2. To your Fellow. Members your Duty is manifold. As, 
1. Keep in mind Chriſt's dear Command of mutual 


Love, Job. 13 34: which is everlaſtingly new and obliging. 


Manage all your Church-Affairs, as loving Brethren, Pbil. 


24. 1, 2, 3.4. Unite your Thoughts and Counſels how to 
and to 


uphold the Intereſt and Kingdom of Chriſt, 
preſerve Truth, Holineſs, and Peace in and amongſt all 


his Churches, and to deſtroy the Works and Deſigns of 
the Devil. When vou act with united Hearts & Strength, 
your Lord's Ambaſſadors will be cheer'd in their hard 
Warfare, and their Sacred Work further d. God promi- 
ſeth his People one Heart, Ezck. 11 19, and commands 
Mere Brethren 
dwell together in · Unity, be commands the Bleſſing, Pſal. 123 1.3. 
W by all means cheriſh this Unity, and unfeign- 
ed Love; as by all humble Carriage, and by Offices of 


whatever tesgs to make their Hearts one. 


Brotherly Kindneſs, Rom. 16 14. Epb. 4. 2,3, 15,16— 5 2. 
Col. 3. 14. 1 Pet 4 8 —F f Praying with, & for each other, 


Rom. 15 30 And afſiſting each other as ye have Means 
and Opportunity, Rom. 16, 1, 2. 3,4 Gel 6. 10 


Honour- 
ing and eſteeming them whom God honoureth to be re- 


markably uſeful, 1 Cor. 16. 15, 16, 18, 20. Verily ſuch 
Love as this is the fylfilling of che Law, and by your | 


Love 
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Love it muſt be ſeen, that you have felt the Power of 
Chriſt's Love. Ye are of one Body, and Members one 
of another: Wherefore like the Members of the Natural 
Body, ye muſt have a mutual Care, and be ready to help 

and ſerve each other in Love. 

2 You are in indiſpenſibly bound to meet often in 
Chriſt's Name, at ſtated Times and Places, that you may 
glorify God in a Communion of Saints, Ad, 4. 32. Heb, 
10. 25 God demands this to be chiefly on the Lord's 
Days; yet it becomes the Lord's 'redeemed to bring him 
their Free-will Offerings, and ſpare other times for like 
uſe: And when a Church hath deliberately choſen ſuch 

times, to meet Monthly, Weekly, or otherwiſe, for Prayer, 
Chriſtian Conference, Sc. no Member ſhould for ſmall 
Cauſes neglect to attend: That would be to your own 
Lofs, and might cauſe Grief or Offence to others, as a for- 
ward Example of Diligence would be to their Comfort 
and Strength. Wherefore look upon this as a Duty both 
to Chriſt, and to his Church; and take heed of falling 
back from your firſt Love, and early Zeal, ?/al. 122.1, 2. 


a 


Iſai. 2 3, J. 5 | 8 
3. To ſweeten all your Meetings, let an humble, peace- 
able, loving Spirit rule you therein, Rom. 12. 9, 10, 16. 
1 Per. 2 22. Beware of Heart. alienations, and all occaſi- 
ons thereof; and let no Man lift up himſelf in contempt 
of others. Strife & Diſcord often happen through ſmall 


Diverſities of Opinion or Practice; wherefore avoid ſuch 


Diverſity what you can; and where that cannot be, ſee 
that no Grudge or Diſ union grow thereby, 1 Cor 1. 10. 
Phil. 1. 27. — 2 1,2, 3. there are ſcoruful and turbulent 
Spirits, that fow Diſcord by violent Zeal for ſome Party 
and Fancy, and by Tale bearing: Beware of all ſuch 
Practices in your Aſſemblies, which would create a mutu- 


al Strangeneſs, Diſtance, or Jealouſy, and deſtroy all your 
Comforts, Rom. 16. 17. 2 Theſſ' 3 6. You'l preſerve the | 
Peace and Preſence of God with you by a Humble, con- 
-deſcending Carriage. and great Self-denial. Do not there: 


fore willingly give Offence to the pooreſt or weakeſt, but 


pay them all due Honour, Rom, 15. 1, 2, Undifſembled | 1 


__ Humility 


| Os 


do all Beholders : it makes him ſhine like Chriſt bimſelf: 
4 Wherefore follow him therein, and be ready to treat the 
meeaneſt Chriſtian as Chriſt was wont to do, or as 


and Behaviour is certainly of the Devil, and expels the 
God of Peace, and the Peace of God ; and grieves the 
bdleſſed Comforter, James 4 6, 9. Eyb 4 30, 31. | 
4. Let every one Deſign and Aim to be ſerviceable in 
bis Place and Relation; every little Member of our natu- 


Body; the Tongue pleads for the whole, or for any part; 
tbe Head, as for it ſelf. Let none of you be contentedly 


unftuitful. What Temporals or Spiri-uals you receiv'd, 
15 gladly communicate, 48, 2. 44, 46. G4. 3. 28 — 6. 2 9,10. 


may be modeſtly willing at all times to impart thereof to 


| bath done for my Soul, Ile report my Obſervation of God's 
Conduct towards me, and others: To edify my Compa- 
{ nions, ſuccour the Ignorant, Weak, Fearful, or Tempted; 


ful dealings with me. Covet therefore a gracious Ability 
do ſpeak a Word in Seaſon, keeping in your Place, 1 Cor. 


ful Communion, Mal 3 16 48s 14 25. The Errors 
and Follies of ſome vain Bablers, that may happen under 


this pretext, muſt not drive you into barren Converſation. 
As to Temporals,that you poſſeſs, be rich in Good Works; 
free and forward to ſpare of your Plenty to them that 


need, tho others that abound more than you, perhaps will 
not, Eyb. 4 29 Heb. 13. 16 To make all things common, 
as in 48, 4. 32, 35. is no Law or Rule to any bur in 
I ſuch like „e of the Church. But you muſt at 
all times ſtudy to honour the Lord with your Subſtance, 
rev. 3 9 1 Tim. 6. 17, 19 It's always praiſe worthy to 


1 TI tie 7 6 59 | ow | 1 
Humility is a great Ornament, and beautifies a Chriſtian 


'} you would treat Chriſt himfelf : A haughty Spirit 
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1 ral Body profits the whole; the Eye is the light of all the 


| the Hand receives and labours as much as for the Foot, or 


As to ſpiritual Riches of Gifts, Grace, or Experience, ye 


| ſuch as need the ſame ; Pſal. 66. 16 Fe ſhew you what God 


| Ile record what I have found of the Lord's gracious faith- 


14. 1. Eph, 4. 29 Col. 3. 16, and be frequent in ſuch uſe- 


' | diftribuce willingly, with Prudence, and in proportion to 
"| your Recriviogs,and of your own Accord, when * 
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offers, 48 IT. 38, 79. yea, fometimes beyond your Ability; | 
4 Cor, 8 1. to F. Meſes declared to Iſrael! that good Law, 


ol paying the Tenths of all their Increaſe to the Lord; 
but the deep Reaſons thereof were far older and unaltera- 


ble, Sen. 14 20 — 28 22. Indeed it ſeems, that ordinari. 


K od claims a Tenth of our Goods. as a Seventh of our 
Time : which one thing well conſidered, would make 
ing; and then many Complaints of the Needy would 
effectually ceaſe : The Lord's Labourers might with eaſe 
be well ſupply'd in greater number, and ſuch as he calls 
to ſuffer for his Name be chearfully ſupported, Marth. 25. 


357, 16 Phil. 4 15, 16 18. 3 Ep. Fobn, v. 5, 6,7. and none 


would be expoſed to Temptations of Beggery in times of 
Peace; which is a moſt nnhappy way for the deſtitute to 
ſeek Relief, and is liable ro many Miſchieſs and Abuſes. 


It ſeems uttefly diſallow'd in the Law of Moſes, tho' when 


our diſtributions more large and frequent, without grudg- 


that State declined, we find ſome Inſtances of it: Truly 


ingenious Spirits can hardly have the Face to beg. Now ' 


| becauſe all the Needy cannot make noiſy Complaints, fome 
of the Rich ſhould of their own Accord ſearch into their 
Wants and Diftrefſes, as Fob did, Fob 29. 12, 185 15, 16. 


or viſit their poor Cottages, to ſee what Neceſſaries are 


lacking to Perſons or Families, and willingly relieve both 
their Bodies and grieved Spirits, 2 Tim. 1. 17. Fame: 1. 27. 
F. Every Member in i:s place ſhould further the Di- 
ſcipline of Chriſt in his Church, or help on the due Ad- 
miniſtration thereof, tho? all cannot. and may not act alike 
herein : The Honour of the Lord is much concern'd in 
this, and his Law of generous Love obligeth all to be 
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faithful to them that offend, to reſcue or recover them 


From ſpiritual Harms, and the Error of their Way with 


much Long-ſuffering and Prudence, Gal. 6 „ ene 7. 


19 Jude 23. Timely warning. Counſels, or Reproots, 


may prevent much Sin, Lev. 19 17 which therefore 
ſhould be meekly welcom'd, F/al. 141. 5 We ſhould ne- 
ver let Sin grow in ouf Companions, it we could help it, | 
being ſworn to ſtand on God's fide againſt Sin and Satan; 
and obliged by that plain Rule of Chriſt, to offer our | 
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remedjal Help to them that err, "Matth. 18. Ty, 16. Ge. 
James 5. 16. which if we neglect, we either want Courage, 


Zeal, or dutiful Compaſſion, 1 Cer. 5. 2. Rev. 3. 20. Cain 


would not be bis Brothers Keeper, but you muſt. To 
that end preſerve a good Eſteem of your Fellow Chriſtians, 


and defend their good Names, nor be. haſty to cenſure 
their State or Actions in fdoubrful Caſes, Mazeh. 7 1,2. 
1 Cor. 13 7. The Devil will {lander the Brethren ; but 


do not you take up, or ſpread -Evil Reports, Fal. 15. 3 4. 


Titus 3. 2. Reſiſt bim eſpecially in bis Attempts to de- 


lame good Miniſters, 1 Tim 5. 19. Let angry Counte- 
nance drive away a backbiting Tongue; this is but doing 


as you would wiſh others in that Caſe ſhould do to you : 
Rut if any in your Societies prove really wicke d, let no 
parttality hinder you to ſee Sin in them. If any contemn 
Chriſt's holy Commands, or diſhonour their Chriſtian 


Calling hy pernicious Corruption in Doctrine or Practice, 
and healing Methods have not their due effect, Thoſe you 


muſt not fail openly to diſo wn, and caſt out. 1 Cor g. 5, 
7. 13. for hereby you'l conſult the Honour of Chriſt's Ho- 
lineſs, and ſafety of his other Followers. Coy ſider but 


the true Ends of Chriſtian Diſcipline; which are, 1. To 


repreſent Chriſt's render Care ro preſerye, heal, and ſave 


Souls in an evil World, by their mutual Fidelity. » To 
_ repreſent his future impgriial Judgment an the chſtipate 
by thrulling them out ol his Church, and thereby to hold 


211 his Churches io awe, Rev 2. 23. 2 4 14.15. and 
be true to him therein: Bat to cheriſh the Scandalous a- 


Sianers. 


6 A ſpecial Care is due for Chriſt's ſake ta bis werk 
and little Ones, tQ Succour them, as he did, becauſe liable 


to more Miſtakes and Dangers, Rem. 14 1, 13, 14. — If, 
1,2 They that are weak, jo Knowledge or Judgment, 
need mare Forbearance and Affiitance,” Hep 13. 12, 13+ 


eſpecially in their A 


Offence and Negleghs they may be Joſt from Chriſt's In. 
8 4 1 Cor. 3. 9, 10, 11, 13, Conte; Chriſt in them, 
» Vifie, feed, and relieve then, and help them in en 


mong yau, is to make Chriſt a Companion of infamous 


lictiong and Temptations ; elfe by | 
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offers, A8, II. 23, 29. yea, ſometimes beyond your Ability; 
1 Cor, 8 1. to 5. Meſes declared to Iſrael that good Law, 
of paying the Tenths of all their Increaſe to the Lord; 
but the deep Reaſons thereof were far older and unaltera- 
ble, Gen. 14 20 — 28 22. Indeed it ſeems, that ordinari- 
ly God claims a Tenth of our Goods. as a Seventh of our 
Time: which one thing well conſidered, would make 
our diſtributions more large and frequent, without grudg- 
ing; and then many Complaints of the Needy would 
eft-Qually ceaſe: The Lord's Labourers might with eaſe 
be well ſupply'd in greater number, and ſuch as he calls 
do ſuffer for his Name be chearfully ſupported, Matth. 25. 
35, 36 Phil. 4 15, 16, 18. 3 Ep. Fobn, v. 5, 6, 7. and none 
would be expoſed to Temptations of Beggery in times of 
Peace; which is a moſt nnhappy way for the deſtitute to 


ſeek Relief, and is liable to many Miſchiefs and Abuſes. 
It ſeems uttefly diſallow'd in the Law of Moſes, tho when 
that State declined, we find ſome Inſtances of it: Truly _ 
ingenious Spirits can bardly bave the Face to beg, Now 


becauſe all the Needy cannot make noiſy Complaints, ſome 
of the Rich ſhould of their own Accord ſearch into their 
Wants and Diſtreſſes, as Fob did, Fob 29. 12, 4 IF, 16. 
or viſit their poor Cottages, to ſee what Necc ſſarie 

lacking to Perſons or Families, and willingly relieve both 
their Bodies and grieved Spirits, 2 Tim. 1. 17. Fame 1. 27. 
FJ. Every Member in its place ſhould further the Di- 
ſcipline of Chriſt in his Church, or help on the due Ad- 
miniſtration thereof, tho? all cannot. and may not act alike 
Herein: The Honour of the Lord is much concern'd in 


aries are. 


_ this, and his Law of generous Love obligeth all to be 
faithful to them that offend, to reſcue or recover them 
From ſpiritual Harms, and the Error of their Way with | 


much Long-ſuffering and Prudence, Gal. 6. 1, AE {nas $:; 
eproots, 


19 Jude 23. Timely warning, Counſels, or 
may prevent much Sin, Lev, 19 17 which therefore 


"ſhould be meekly welcom'd, Fſal 141. 5 We ſhould ne- 


ver let Sin grow in our Companions, it we could help it, 
being ſworn to ſtand on God's fide againſt Sin and Satan; 


and obliged by that plain Rule of Chriſt, to offer our 
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| remedial Help to them that err. TO 18. 15, 16. &c, 
' Famer. 16. which if we neglect, we either want Courage, 
Teal, or dutiful Compaſſion, 1 Cer. 5. 2. Rev. 3. 20. Cain 
would not be bis Brothers Keeper, but you muſt. To 
that end preſerve a good Eſteem of your Fellow Chriſtians, 
and defend their good Names, nor be haſty to cenſure 
; their State or Actions in doubtful Caſes, Mateb. 7 1,2. 
I Cor, 13 7. The Devil will ſlander the Brethren ; but 
do not you take up, or ſpread Evil Reports, F/al. 15. 3 4. 
Titus 3.2. Reſiſt bim eſpecially in bis Attempts to de- 
lame good Miniſters, 1 Tim 5. 19. Let angry Counte- 
vance drive away a backbiting Tongue; this is but doing 
as you would wiſh others in that Caſe ſhould do to ycu: 
But if any in your Societies prove really wick d, let no 
parttality hinder you to fee Sin in them. If any contemn 
Chrift's holy Commands, or diſhonaur their Chriſtian 
Calling by pernicious Corruption in Doctrine or Practice, 
2nd healing Methods have not their due effect, Thoſe you 
muſt not fail openly to diſ»wn, and caſt out. 1 Cor 5. 5. 
7 13. for hereby you') conſult the Honour of Chriſt's Ho- 
lineſs, and ſafety of his other Followers. Confider but 
the true Ends of Chriſtian Diſcipline ; which are, 1. To 
repreſent Chriſt's tender Care ro preſerye, heal, and ſave 
Souls in an evil World, by their mutual Fidelity. 2 To 
rzpreſent his future impartial Judgment an the cHitipare, 
„ thrulling them out ol his Churcb, and thereby to hold | 
21! his Churches in awe, Rev 2 33. 2 Tie/ſ'3. 14 15 and 
be true to him therein: Bat to cheriſh the 0 a- 
mong yau, is to make Chriſt a Companion of infamous 
. ᷣͤ . 5 
6 A ſpecial Care is due for Chriſt's ſake ta his we: K 
and little Ones, ta Succour them, as he did, becauſe liable 
to more Miſtakes and Dangers, Rem. 14 1, 13, 14. — IF; 
1,2. They that are weak, in Knowledge or Judgment, 
need mare Forbearance and Aflijitance, Hep 13. 12, 13+ 
eſpecially in their Afflictiong and Temptations ; elſe by 
Offence and Neglects they may be loſt from Cbriſt'; In- 
were, x Cer g. 9, 10, 11, 12. Ooufeſz Chriſt in them, 
reach, viſt, fred, and relieve them, agd help them in e 
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14. In every well order'd Family on Earth, they have a 
| ſpecial regard to them that cannot ſtand or go alone; 


much more in Chriſt's Heavenly Family you ſhould ſee 


that no bruiſed Reed be broken. Let it never be ſaid. that 
you deſpiſe one another in Neceſſities or Infirmities, Rom. 


12 13, ig. 2 Cor.11. 29. while ſo many walk in a private, 
Spirit, and are ſordidly unconcern'd about others 
Welfare, Pbsl. 2. 21. See that you ſhun all uncharitable- 


ſelfiſh 


neſs and cenſoriouſueſs, which is a Root of much Evil, 


The Chriſtian Temper is Generous, Publick and Selt- 
denying; Divine Grace fills the Heart with Good: Will to 


all, 1 Fobn 3 16, 19 18. Ir diſpoſeth Chriſtians to pros» 


mote each others Sanctification, Comfort, and Salvation, | 


that God may have the greater Praiſe from them altoge- 
ther, 2 Cor 9 13, 14 1 . 
As to theſe wit bout alſo, i. e. who are yet Strangers to 


the Power, Pleaſures, and Beauty of true Religion, you . # 
ſhould for Chriſt's ſake walk in tender, faithful Wiſdom, | 


| left you harden them in their blind prejudices, Col. 4 f. 


Trials for Chrift's fake, Marth. 25. 77 36. 1 Tbeſf g, in; 


Tour meek and lovely Converſation is the beſt way to 


plead for Godlineſs, and raiſe a good Report on the holy 
Doctrines and Rules of Chriſtianity: This is 10 ſhine as 
I. igbes in your Day, Match 5 16 Pbil. 2. 15, 16. or to 


adorn and commend the Doctrine of God our Saviour, 
Tit. 2 10, 11, 14 Ye are Debtors to God and Man, to 


live fo as to convince Gain ſay ers, and further their Con- 
verſion, 1 Pet. 3 1. Do nothing however to hinder it, 


leſt the Name of Chriſt be reproach'd thro' you. Your 
well. doing in all Capacities and Relations is that which 
muſt put to ſilence the ignorant Cavils of fooliſh Men, and 


raiſe the Reputation of your Lord and Maſter in the 


World, 1 Pe 2 15 — 3 16. A vain, unſavoury, looſe | | 
Converſation will harden the World in Carnal Security, 


and induce them to ſay, Religion is a Cheat; and that 


indeed you have received of God no other Spirit than the 


common World hach: You bhould be the Salt of the 


Earth, ſeaſoning and leavening Men for God and Heaven, 
Luk. 13. 2. Erb. 4 29, To theſe Counſels we might ,- 
Rae cent tw, 3 


——— 
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add a ſmart Admonition againſt ſome growing Sins, which. 
will ſurely Ruine any Churches in which they are not 


reſiſted. 


A proud, contentious Mind about Notions or Practices, 
or worldly Intereſt ; without Diſcretion, Forbearance, or 


any due regard to the honour of Religion, and the Publick 
Good, or the edification of the Church: Contrary to 1 Cor, | 


3 1 — 11.16, 18 


to the unſafe Cuſtoms of this evil World; Contrary to 


Rom 12- 2 I/as 8 11. Epb 5 11, Wiſdom commends 


to us the way of good Men, Prov. 2 207 that may be ſtrait 
| and unfaſhi onable, but commonly lake. Tend er Chriſti- 


ans inuſt be ſhy of all appearance of Evil, and keep far 


from Danger. Many times things ſimply lawful muſt not 


[ be done, leſt others be hurt thereby, or our Good be Evil 


bold Liberty in Converſation, venturing to conform 


ſpoken of. Hear what the Lord ſays about the uſe of + . | F 


* 5 your Liberty, Rom 14. 16. to 20. 1 Cor. 8 9 to 13. 


Idleneſs is another pernicious Evil, z Thefſ 3. 11, 122 
expoſing to many Temptations; it makes your Minds 


vain, ſpiritually barren, and miſchievous to others, by 5 
tatling, whiſpering, cenſuring, and fooliſh medling in other 


Peoples Families and Affairs, 1 Tim 5 13. 19. which is 


a blow at the root of Chriſtian Charity and Peace, 2 Cor. 
12 20. Therefore the Wiſdom of God requires you to be 


| buſy, Rom. 12 11, Levit. 19 16 eh 
And alas, that in our awakening Times we muſt com- 
plain. that ſo many grow cold as to the Duties of Public 


Worſhip, neglecting Ordinances on flight pretences,having 
no ſpiritual Appetite, Like David in Pſal 84. 1, 2, 10, no 
ſenſe of Duty to God, or of ſpiritual Wants This ſlick- 

| neſs gives way to the God of this World, and to the Fleſh, 


and fo will grow to greater Miſchiefs. Others dangerouſly 


indulge a looſe, formal, heedleſs frame in worſhipping the 


Great God: They ſeem to reſt in bodily Exerciſe, with- 
out ſpiritual AﬀeCtions or Enjoy ments in Duties; whereas 


God 1s to be ſpiritually Worſhipped with united Hearts, 
warm Defices, and lively Hopes, Fſal 2. 11. Heb. 10,22. 
— 12, 28, More ſcandalous and ſhameful it is, wheagory " 
F .. 5 Or nm 
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of Flethly Eaſe devours all bodily Reverence in waiting 


on God, and ſo his high Majeſty is approach'd with ſuch, 


indecency, as no ingenious Man would ſuffer his own 
Child or Servant to practice towards himſelf, Surely God 
framed our Body ſo curioufly, that it might act a comely 
part in our Homage to him, P/al. 89 6,7. — 95 2,6 
1 Cor. 6 20. Oh far be it from us to offer unto the Gre 
God, the judge of Hearts, ſuch Worſhip as we would Blult” 


to preſent᷑ to a poor Mortal, Mal. 1. 6, 8, 12, 13 When, 


Hearts are poſſeſs d with due Reverence, they'l command 
that we honour the Lord in all Caſes with our very beſt, 
and with all our united Powers, as Saints and Angels do 


above, Rev. 4 19 —F-11, 13, 14. Beware of theſe, 
and all the abounding Evils of theſe laſt and perilous. 


Times, wherein moſt Profeſſors have a Form of Godlineſs, 
denying the Power thereof. Have Salt in your ſelves, and 


have Peace one with another, Mark 4 50 Walk carefully . 


by Divine Rule, as being led by His Spirit; ſo will he 
Grace you with his own Preſence in your Aſſemblies, and 


crown your Work with much inward Comfort, and holy 


Joy, Gal 6 16. Rev. 4 1,7. — 3. 18 20 5 
J. 3. Suffer us to mind you next of ſome Duty to ſuch 
Neighbour Chriſtians as worſhip God in Chriſt, in a man- 
ner ſome what diffe ring from xo. 
1. Perhaps there is ſome variety among you that Dif-. 
ſent from the Publick Eftabliſhment ; and 10 there is a- 
mong Conformiſts and among Papiſt too: So little cauſe 
have either of them to upbraid us for our ſmaller Diverſi- 
ties, who agree with all ſound Eroteſtants in the great 
ſubſtantials of Doctrine and Worſhip. Alas Man's Un- 
derſtanding and judgment is dark and weak; all ſorts of 
Men ſhow this upon all Occaſſons, tho” every Party is apt 
to forget it in their arguing againſt others, and there. upon 
are Dogmatical, Peeviſh, Scornful, Cenſorious, ang call 


names. But we warn you to or, and conſider your 


ſelves, and you'l then more eafily bear with th. 
Errors, arid Infirmitieg of others ; and wherein your Sent 
ments cannot agree (as about Modes of „ 


y bear with the Darkneſs, 


1 
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Circumſtances of adminiſtring Sacraments ) leave them * | 
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and narrow Spirited ? Take heed therefore of that Evil 


which you ſo juſtly blame in ſome, viz. deviſing and e. 
irg bumane Terms of Church-Communion. Whom the Lord 
Jeſus Receives you may not Rej:&, tho? they may vary in 


ſome ſmall Opinions: Chriſt himſelf, and not you, muſt 


rect che Qualification of Church-Members. If therefore 
5 have any diſtinguiſhing Opinion, make not that « Con- 
Aition of Communion ; perfer no Man meerly for embracing 
that; and refuſe no humble, ferious Chriſtian, for not be- 
ing fond of your Darling, Is Chriſt Feſus Cireumeifiin 4. 
| baileth nothing, mor Uncircumcifion, but Faith that worketh by 
Love, Gal f. 6. 1 Cor. 7. 19 h doſt thou e thy Bro- 
? 1.e. for 
not being exactly of thy Mind or Humour, Rom. 14. 10. 


ther ? or why doſt thou ſet at nougbt thy Brother 


What is become of Catholick, generovs Love, if we muſt 


have ſo many ſorts of Churches as we have differing Opi- 
nions? Surely God's Children muſt, and may be of one 


Heart, tho' they cannot yet ſee all with one Eye. 
2. As to your Conforming Brethren of the Parochial 
Churches, ſee that you diſſent not in a proud, ſurly Spirit, 


like that of the Phariſes, who cry'd, Stand off, I am bolier 
| chan thoy, Tis not your differing from their humane 
i Rires ( tho! therein you may be in the right ) will cer- 


tainly make you Saints, nor their Conformity make them 


profane: Some of the old Samaritans, whoſe Worſhip was 
more corrupt, yer were more pleaſing to Chrift than the 
Self conceired ems, Luke 10, 33. 37. = 17. 16, 18. 


Wherefore, 


1. Tho' each of you be perſwaded, that himſelt is in 
the right, and his Neighbour is miſtaken, don't ſhun each 
others Converſation; ſeeing you agree in far more & grea- 
ter things than you differ about. And as to youDiſſenters, 

in all your Converſe with them whoſe way of Worſhi 


you diſlike, act ſo as may convince them, your Diſſent is 


ta great ſincerity, and truly for Conſcience ſake; that *tis 
| nor Humour and Faction drives yours it, bit good Scrip? 
| ture and Reaſon conſtrains you,and fear of finning againſt: 
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the Lord's perſwaſions. You deſire forbearance from _ 
others; whar a ſhame then would it be for you to be rigid 
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of Flefhly Eaſe devours all budily Reverence in waiting 
on God, and fo his high Majeſty is approach d with ſuch, 
indecency, as no ingenious Man would ſuffer his own 


Child or Servant to practice towards himſelf, Surely 


framed our Body ſo curioufly, that it might act a comely 
part in our Homage to him, Pſal. 89 6,7. — of 2,6 
1 Cor, 6 20. Oh far be it from us to offer unto the Gre 
| God, the judge of Hearts, ſuch Worſhip as we would Blulr” 
to preſent᷑ to a poor Mortal, Mal. 1. 6, 8, 12, 1 When 
Hearts are poſſeſs d with due Reverence, they*l command 
that we honour the Lord in all Caſes with our very beſt, 
and with all our united Powers, as Saints and Angels do 
above, Rev. 4 19 — f 11, 13, 14. Beware of theſe, 
and all the abounding Evils of theſe laſt and perilous. 
Times, wherein moſt Profeſſors have a Form of Godlinefs, 
enying the Power thereof. Have Salt in your ſelves, and 
| bave Peace one with another, Mark 9. fro Walk carefully 
by Divine Rule, as being led by His Spirit; fo will he 
Grace you with his own Preſence in your Aſſemblies, and 
crown your Work with much inward Comfort, and holy 
Joy, G 6 16. Ne. n 1% — 3-18 20 
J. 3. Suffer us to mind you next of ſome Duty to ſuch 
Neighbour Chriſtians as worſhip God in Chriſt, in a man- 
ner ſomewhat differing from you. . 
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1. Perhaps there is ſome variety among you that Diſ- 

ſent from the Publick Eſtabliſhment ; and 10 there is a- 
mong Conformiſts and among Papiſt too: So little cauſe 
have either of them to upbraid us for our ſmaller Diverſi- 


ties, who agree with all ſound Proteſtants in the great 


ſubſtamials of Doctrine and Worſhip. Alas Man's Un- 
derſtanding and Judgment is dark and weak; all forts of 
Men ſhow this upon all Occaſions, tho” every Party is apt 
to forget it in their arguing againſt others, and there-upon , 
are Dogmatica], Peeviſh, Scornful, Cenſorious, ang call 
names.” But we warn you to know, and conſider your 
ſelves, and you'l then more eaſily bear with the Darkneſs, 
Errors, and Infirmitieg of others; and wherein your Senti- 

ments cannot agree (as about Modes of ares os fome _ 


Circumſtances of adminiſtring Sacraments ) leave them tõ 
„ ,, er Ns: 
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the Lord's perſwaſions. You defire forbearance from 
others; what a ſhame then would it be for you to be rigid 
and narrow Spirited? Take heed therefore of that Evil 
which you fo juſtly blame in ſome, viz. deviſing and eæact- 


ing bumane Terms of Churcb-Communion, Whom the Lord 


Jeſus Receives you may nor Rej: &, tho? they may vary in 
ſome ſmall Opinions: Chriſt himſelf, and not you, muſt 
rect che Qualification of Church-Members. If therefore 
- Fou have any diſtinguiſhing Opinion, make not that a Con- 
dition of Communion : perfer no Man meerly for embracing 
that; and refuſe no humble, ferious Chriſtian, for not be- 
ing fond of your Darling, In Chriſt Feſus Circumciſion 4 
vaileth nothing, mor Uncircumciſion, but Faith that worketh by 
Love, Gal f. 6. 1 Cor. 7 19 Why doſt thou Juage thy Bro. 
ther ? or why doſt thou ſet at nought thy Brother? i. e. for 
not being exactly of thy Mind or Humour, Rom. 14. 10. 
What is become of Catholick, generous Love, if we muſt 
have ſo many ſorts of Churches as we have differing Opi- 
nions? Surely God's Children muſt, and may be of one 
Heart, tho' they cannot yet ſee all with one Eye. 
2. As to your Conforming Brethren of the Parochial 
Churches, ſee that you diſſent not in a proud, ſurly Spirit, 
like that of the Pbariſee, who cry'd, Stand off, I am bolior 
than thoy, Tis not your differing from their humane 
Rites { tho! therein you may be in the right) will cer- 
tainly make you Saints, nor their Conformity make them 
profane: Some of the old Samaritans, whoſe Worſhip was 
more corrupt, yet were more pleaſing to Chriſt than the 
Self conceired Jews, Luke 10, 33. 397. — 17. 16, 18. 

- 1 Wherefore,” © if ** 
1. Tho' each of you be perſwaded, that himſelt is in 
the right, and his he 1 is miſtaken, don't ſhun each 
others Converſation; ſeeing you agree in far more & grea- 

ter things than you differ about. And as to youDiſſeaters, 
In all your Converſe with them whoſe way of Worſhi 
you diſlike, act fo as may convince them, your Diſſent is 


in great ſincerity, ard truly for Conſcience fake ; that tis 


not Humour and Faction drives you to it, but good Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon conſtrains you, and fear of ſianing againſt 
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1 
God; tho raſh Men tax you of Hypocriſie, or deride 
you as ſcrupulous Fools. No doubt there may be amongſt 


vou and them alſo, too many Hy pocrites, who choſe theit 
Religion not by Rule, nor act therein from good Conſide- 
ration, and pxed Principles, but ſteer by carnal Intereſt, 


worldly Influence, and common Example. Let none 


have occaſion to ſay ſo of you: be ye therefore as much 
afraid of Sin in all other Caſes, as in Conforming z elſe who 


can take you to be Perſons of tender Conſciences? Be- 
ware of all tricking, Diſſembling, over-reaching, walking 
in Craft and Guile, or ſtraining any point of Conſcience, 


to ſerve a Deſign, 2 Cor. 4 2, — 6 3,6, 7. See there 
how the holy Apoſtles abhorr'd ſuch Dealing, and walk'd 


in all Uprightneſs, 2 Cor. 1. 12, | 


2. Wherein you are agreed with thoſe other Chriſtians, 
Walk peaceably & charitably together, in bonour, preferring 


one another, PEsl. 2.3. n 3. 16 Own the Image ot 


Chriſt wherever you ſee it, tho' in ſuch as do not agree in 

all Points with you God forbid, that any (hould think, 
your Principles of Diſſenting oblige you to deſpiſe and 
_ cenſure them, Rom. 14. 19 Nay, if they pleaſe, there 


might be ſome Communion of Saints between; ou, not only 


in Faith and Love, but in ſuch parts of Walthip wherein 
you differ not. Some of their Side write for their Occaſi- 
_ onal Worſpipping in our Aſſemblies, where none can fairly 


pretend. that we do any thing but what themſelves allovy 
and practice; and moſt of our Objections againſt their 
Worfhip do not affect all the parts thereof: Wherefore 
you m'ght receive each other, as Chrift receives both, 
withour adventuring on doubtful things ; and however 


Let bretberly Love continue ; Your Diſſent about Forms of 
_ Woaiſhip ſhould never ſet you at yariance in Affection, like 


the old Jews and Samaritans, John 4. 9. You ſhould be 


ready upon Occaſions, to pray together, and do all Offices 


of Charity mutually ; and to that end purge out all Bitter- 


- refs & Alienation of Minds, Eph. 4 31 1 Pet. 2. 1. Some 


bigotred Men on the Epiſcopal fide allow no Salvation in 
your Churches, & null all your Adminiſtrations. Let not 


their Madneſs drive you into the contrary Extreme: Not | 
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many of thera are ſo extravagant, we hope, 2 ln 
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J. In your Converſe with the Church People, let not 


the debated matters be the ordinary Subj: ct of your Talk, 
as is the manner of ſome zealous Opinſoniſts, who place 


all Religion in their Formalities. You have room enough | 
beſides to Diſcourſe of the great, unqueſtion'd things of  * 
Saving Religion, Doctrinal and Practical: And that would 
be to better purpoſe, and more increaſe your Light, Ho- 


linefs, and Love. It would indeed be an unaccountable 
Shame for you to Diſſent, and not know why: Therefore 
vou muſt be able and ready ia Seaſon, to ſhow good Scrip- 


ture. grounds for your practice; elſe how can you ſtand 
by that Truth, in time of Trial; or indeed be Confcien- 


tious Diſſenters. Sure, you'l not offer the Blind te God for 


Sacrifice, That would be no reaſonable Service. It was to 


prevent this, that we wrote you the foregoing Letter. 
at when once your Judgment is well ſettled in the 


matters, do not always dwell thereon in your Diſcourſe, 
as it nothing elſe did deſerve to employ your Minds. 
*That would make your Souls lean and ftarving ; like 


feeding on Aſhes, or devouring the Wind. l | 
Whenever you muſt ſhow Cauſe of your Diſſenting, 


do ic with h;odeſty, Meckneſs, and Fear, without perſa- {| 
nal Reflections. It's true, no words are ſoft enough to 


pleaſe ſome; and the mildeſt of our Advocates are treated 
as the ſevereſt: However, be noe overcome of Evil, in re- 


prefenting what fault you find in what is impoſed on you. 


Men deviſe Forms and Ceremonies, which they call Indiffe- 
rent, and impoſe the Uſe of them on ſuch as Scruple, or 
count them Sinful ; at leaſt when ſo impoſed ; Or highly. 
Taexpedient and Unedify ing. You on te comary o- 
ledge; That God has fix d a Rule of his Worſhip, which 
none dare ſay, is Inperfect or Inſufficient; Therefore you 
think, that Mens altering, ſuperſeaing, or adding to what 
God has injoined, and requiring Terms of Communion 
which God has not required. is ro aſſume a God like Au- 
thority, and to Affront that Divine Wildom which choſe 
and fix'd the Rule of Religion. Hence you iafer the Va- 
_ Uſeleſneſs, or Hurt of humane Ceremonies fo impo- 
J. Nay, perhaps you = obſerve, or believe, ol 
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ſuch invented Ceremonies among the Pagans, Jews, Papiſts, 
and ſome Proteſtants of divers Nations, have always done 
Hurt, and been injurious to Peace & Piety in the Church: 
And you fear that ſuch unwarranted things will never 
ſucceed better with us. You find, that groſs Idolarry 
leads to (as well as Rows from) groſs, unworthy Thoughts 
of God ; and other pompous Theatrical Worſhip, promi- 
ſes no better; it occaſions much Formality and Hypocriſy 
in Worſhip, turns away Mens Zzal from ſubſtantial Re- 


ligion, to dote upon Trifles which make them no better 


Men, Matth 23 23 Nay, when impoſed, do unavoida- 


bly produce much Pride, Bitterneſs, Eamity, and Strife; 


and ſo do radically wound true Religion, and deſtroy the 
Peace of the Church. "Theſe, and the like Pleas you can 
Humbly offer, but your being petulant or peremptory adds 
no force to them: Wherefore we intreat you manage your 
Arguments with Prudence, Humility, and good Temper | 
And be not Angry or Saucy, it others do not preſently 
fee the force thereof, Refolye to wait till the Lord ſhall 
convince them ; for He only can do that, 


J. 4 We (hall next prefs you to ſome Duty to dear 
Polterity ; eſpecially in your own Familics, to preſerve 
the Knowledge and Fear of God in them, when you {hall 
ſhortly be gone hence. To preſerre a holy Seed was the 
great Scope aud Deſign of God's ſealing bis Covenant to, 
and wich his taichful Abraham, Gen, 18. 17, 18 19 And 
that is the great Charge which God Jays on his People of 
all Generations; to keep that Seed alive, and to tranſmit 


God's Teſtimony and Memorial to the rifing Generation, 
hal 78 4, 5 6. which Burden of the Lord lies chiefly on 


Parents +: Wrom therefore we exhort, 


i 3 Take Pains to underſtand that Holy Covenant, 


wherein You and Yours ſtand related to God, and You 
ſtadd eng ged for all Yours; which Covenant alſo you 
ſo often reaew. both in devoting every Child to God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; add at bis holy Table, 


aud upon other O:cafions, to have it always freſh in Me- 


mory, Conſßder well the matter declared to you theres; 
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the Bleſſings promiſed, 1 Ale How eife 
can you be faithful to thoſe Vows ? or purſue the Ends of 
the Covenant? 5 . 5 
2 Remember that you conſcientiouſly pay vour Vows 
6 | to God, in ſanctify ing your Houſholds, as Abrabam, Jo- 
f ſhua, and David did. Cauſe them All to know the God of 
- l beir Fatbers, to know his Fame, his Works, bis gracious 
4 De ſigns, and to ſeek and keep his Precepts: Oh ſpare no 
- Pains to Inſtruct and Irfluence them for God. Deut. 6 F, 
J ' 6, 7. 8, 9. Prov. 4 1,2, 3,4, 5. — 31 1, 2, 3, XC 1 Pee, 
| 3-20 21. As they grow up.to riper Age apd Judgment, 
; move, and periwade them perſonally and ſolemnly to a- 
i vouch the Lord for their God, and to take hold on his 
) Covenant. Draw them wiſely and judicioufly to put 
* their Necks under Chriſt's Yoke. This is to Train them 
r p in the way, Prov. 21 6. 1 Chron. 28. 8, ä» _ 5 
3. Always go before them in a bright Example of un- 
eeigned. ſerious practice of Godlinefs, in all its parts; 
that feeing they will learn moſt by imitation, they may 
_ ioHow you fafely, and fo be indiſpenſibly drawn to work 
ut their Salvation. If any thing be Eyil in your Carriage 
y towards God or Man, it will make you Acceſſary to their 
2 Zoing the like, or breed ia them a prejudice againft that 
Il |} Religion you profeſs, when they ſee your practice con- 


| tradict it, Jf ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye. do them. | 
14 When they have well digeſted the main things of |} 
t | Saving Religion, who can blame yau for acquainting 
t deem alſo with the Reaſons upon which you Diſſent from 
1 others, about the way of Worſhip ? If you are perſwa- { 
2 | ged that your way is God's Way, Z:-al for his Truth, and 
for the Purity of his Worſhip will oblige you to do this, | 
 Confcientiors Conformiſts will do ſo on their {id ; and | 

you cannot be honeſt to your Principles, nor fanhful to | 

your Families, if by a careleſs Neutrality you let that die 


in your Hands, which you. ſay is the Can of Go. You 
ma not compel any to tread your Steps ; they muſt ſee 
With their own Eyes: But you (hauld lay the ore t 
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Choice, and that they may not ignorantly turn from the q 
Rule of the Word, nor yet injudiciouſly follow you a 
while in a good way, as Twrks and Pagans follow theit 
Predecefſors, In any Nation, they that Difſent from a -| 
Publick Eſtabliſhment are on the Lower Side: But if that 
be God's Side, beware left through your Neglect, yo 
tempt your Children to relinquiſh it for any worldly Eaft, 
Honour, or Advantage. However, teach them moſt d“ 
ligently, that Non conformity which 4 without queſtion ; lat 5 
is, to the corrupt Luſts, and pernicious ways of the vain 
formal World, and to the Evil Manners of theſe degene- | 
rate dreggy Times, Rem 12. 2. Eph. J 8, 11. 1 Pet. 12. 
14, 18. They muft come forth, and be ſeparate from every i 
unclean thing, eife God will mot receive them, 2 Cor. 6 17 | 
Lead them therefore in the ſtrait way, Martb 7 14, 
For without Holy Singularity there can be no real Reli- 
ion, i 8. 11. 12, 18, 20 When Ephraim mixed him- 
Fc among the Pcople, Strangers devoured his Strength, 
R 8 
5. To encourage your Childrens Faith, Love, and Hope 
in God, often recount to them from Scripture- Hiſtory, and 
from your own Obſervation, God's great Acts of Provi- 
dence on behalf of his Covenant. People. Tell of his au- 
cient Dealings with bis Church, as F/, 105 and of his 
appearing for them in your Times, when they durifully 
preſſed forward in Reformation. Thus the Fewiſh Pa. 
rents were bound to do, Exod 12 26, 27. Feſbua 4 6 y. 
and thus they did, Pſa! 983 4, Sc. S0 did Moſer in his 
whole Book of Deuteronemy; and this is Foſhua's Scope in 
bis Two laſt Chapters. All that God doth for his Peo- 
ple is done in Remembrance of bi: Covenant, Pſal. 111. 5, 9. 
herefore let it not be bury'd in Oblivion, but charge 
your Children alſo to Record his doings to their Poſte- 
rity, that his Fame may be everlaſting. {!' 
6. If indeed you would have Religion to live among 
your dear Poſterity, and would have them to inherit the 
Bleſſing of Abrabam, do your beſt to raiſe and breed up 
for them an able, fairhful, holy Miniſtry, God of old 
ſeparated à whole Tribe for that uſe, inſtead of the ba 
er „ tr BEES 2 # 34 5 — 6 orn, 
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71 Dd 
born, whom he claimed before, Exed. 13. x. Numb. 3.18) 1 
13 Out of which numerous Tribe there was oom 
enough to ſet aſide all that had any blemiſÞ or defect, 
as Unfit for that high and honourable Service, Lew. ax. 
16. to 24. Suppoſe your Firſt born be as Reuben was ro 
acob, The excellency of Dignity, and the excelency of © 
»-rength: They can never be too good for attending _ 
tne Lord in his Houſe : The Male of the Flock was 
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{elf did for a time diveſt himſelt of his Glory, and put on 


Spirits to the Heir of Salvation: And the Son of God hity: 


ſuch Frailty, whereby he might be apt co Miniſter to fin- 


ful Men, and that in a very poor, obſcure Condition ; 

How is it then, that now ſuch Miniſtry grows into Con- 
tempt; as fit for none to undertake, but the Refuſe of the 
People; who would thruſt into Sacred Office, 10 eat à piece 
Bread? Like that mercenary Levite in Fudges 19. who 
becomes any Mans Prieſt, and offers Sacrifice to any God 
for his Hire, Fudg 18 2. 19 20 Or, like thoſe of Fe- 
roboam, x Kings 12.31, 22. Frieſt: to bis Calves, made of 
ehe low:ſt of the People, Chap: 13. 31. If thus you (hould 
proſtitute the Chriſtian Miniſtry, think, what will be. 
come of your Poſterity? But when humble Hannab had 

devoted her Firſt-born Samuel to the Lord, He multiplied 
her Ble ſſings and Comforts: See 1 fam. 1 22 24. 28.— 
2 19, 20. 21 And how Great a Man of God was this 


Samuel, in Viſions, in Prophecy, in Judgment, and ia 
Prayer! But alas, this wretched Earthlineſs hinders or 


ſtarves every good Deſign ; and is the bitter Root, that 
has ruin'd Religion in all Ages; and at this Day is the 
Cauſe of manifold Diſcouragements to Miniſters, Old 
and Young : We beſeech you, to beware of. ir, as ever 


bo you defire to approve your ſelves to God in the Great 


Day of Accounts, and forteit not the Honour of having 
ſome Concern, as you can, in providing ſuch a Miniſtry, 

of whom it may be hoped, that he Pleaſure of the Lord ſhall 

proſper in their Hands, Such as the Prophet ſpeaks of in 
Mal, 2. 4,5, 6, 7 — 33,4 —4 f, 6. In thus doing, 
we (who have coveted no Man's Silver or Gold, or Ap- 
parel; and whoſe own Hands have ſometimes Miniſt red 
to our Neceſſities, rather than we would be burdenſome 


to you) commend" you to God, and the Word of bis Grace, 
which „ able to build vou up. and to give you an Inkeritancy 
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among al thom who are Squid. Amen. Amen. 
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Spirits to the Heirs of Salvation: And the Son of God hicg- 


(ell did fora time diveſt himſelt of his Glory, and pur on 


ſuch Frailty, whereby he might be apt co Miniſter to ſin- 
ful Men, and that in a very poor, obſcure Condition: 
How is it then, that now ſuch Miniſtry grows into Con- 
tempt; as fit for none to undertake, but the Refuſe of the 
People; who would thruſt into Sacred Office, to eat à piece 
Bread? Like that mercenary Levite in Fudges 17 who 
becomes any Mans Prieſt, and offers Sacrifice to any God 
for his Hire, Fudg 18 2. 9 20 Or, like thoſe of Je. 
roboam, x Kings 12 31. 32. Prieſt: to his Calves, made of 
ebe loweſt of che People, Chap: 13. 23. If thus you (hould 
proſtitute the Chriſtian Miniſtry, think, what will be. 
come of your Poſterity? But when humble Hannab had 
devoted her Firſt-born Samuel ro the Lord, He multiplied 
her Ble ſſings and Comtorts: See 1 Sam. 1 22 24. 23, — 
2 19.20.24 And how Great a Man of God was this 
Samuel, is Viſions, in Prophecy, in Jidgment, and ia 
Prayer! But alas, this wretched Earthlineſs binders or 
ſtarves every good Deſign; and is the bitter Root, that 
has ruin'd Religion in all Ages; and at this Day is the 
Cauſe of manitold Diſcouragements to Miniſters, Old 
and Young : We beſeech you, to beware of it, as ever 
you defire to approve your ſelves to God in the Great 
Day of Accounts, and forfeit not the Honour of having 
ſome Concern, as you can, in providing ſuch a Miniſtry, 
of whom it may be hoped, that the Pleaſure of the Lord ſhall 
proſper in their Hands, Such as the Prophet ſpeaks of in 
Mal. 2. 4, f, 6,7. — 3.3, 4 —4 $,6. In thus doing, 
we ( who have coveted no Man's Silver or Gold, or Ap- 


parel, and whoſe own Hands have -ſomerimes Miniſtred 


to our Nec ſſities, rather than we would be burdenſome 
to you ) commend you to God, and the Ward of bis Grace, 
which js able to build yeu up. and to give you an In leritanc: 
among all them who are Saniflify'd. Amen. Amen, 
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